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“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 

On the first Sunday in December about 80 people gather in the 
basement of a friend’s house.  The evening starts with a potluck 
of tasty appetizers, the traditional turkey dinner is the same 
every year and a spread of delectable desserts finishes the 
meal.  It is a wonderful opportunity to gather with old friends, 
to catch-up on news, to celebrate life’s joys (often about the 
grandchildren) and to remember those who are no longer with 
us. 

The turkey dinner and gathering with friends as we get ready 
for Christmas is a great joy but it is not the real reason why we 
gather – we gather to meet a family from KidsAbility, to hear 
news of the organization and to collect donations.  We gather 
so that we can bring joy to others. 

For me this gathering of community and sharing marks that we 
are truly in Advent. 

“I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people” 
the angel says to the shepherds.  The good news is the news of 
the coming of the kingdom of God, and of Jesus's death on the 
cross and resurrection to restore our relationship with God. 

Jesus came, comes and will come again bringing hope.  I invite 
you to join me in preparation for Christmas as we retell the 
story of the first Christmas, as we wait in expectant anticipation 
of the birth of Christ and for the coming of God’s kingdom. 

Advent services, Bible study, the Service of Lessons and Carols 
are all part of our preparation; more details are in the 
newsletter.  Take 15 minutes a day to focus on God with the 
booklet: 15 Minutes with God - Advent Longing available at 
the back of the church or from the office. 

Blessings, peace and joy to you and your family, 

Margaret + 

   

A Message from Reverend Margaret 

mailto:sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com


WARDEN’S MESSAGE 

It is hard to imagine that we are once again coming into the season of Advent. 
The past months have been busy for both the Parish Council and the Church.  

The Council has been spending many hours in completing our Mission and Ministry Plan, a task required by 
all church’s in the Diocese and requested by Bishop Linda.  We presented our plan at a congregational 
meeting this month, in preparation for our Vestry Meeting in January.  While there are still outstanding 
items to work through, we feel this 
was a good start in the planning.  

The Blessing of the Animals is a 
yearly service when our four footed 
friends join us for the service.  Some 
of them are here in spirit but all are 
given a beautiful blessing by Rev 
Margaret.  I know my two fury 
friends are better for the blessing.  

Our All Saints Day service was a joy 
with hymns and readings by folks 
from our congregation.  On 
November 12th, our annual 
Remembrance Day service paid 
homage to those who have fought in 
service for our country.  

On November 13th, a number of us 
joined with people from several 
other area churches for a Blanket 
Exercise.  This is an event that gives 
people an idea of the historic and 
present day relationship between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples in Canada.  It was very 
enlightening and in talking with 
others who attended, we all came 
away with a better understanding of 
Canadian history and the impacts on 
our Indigenous peoples. 

The next month will be very busy starting with our Annual Christmas Bazaar and continuing non-stop until 
our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  You will find a complete list of all the activities detailed in 
this newsletter.  

We will now be watching for the Star in the East to appear in the night sky and as always hoping for peace 
on earth and good will to all. 

Kathy Richmond-Cox, Rector’s Warden Marg Cassel, People’s Warden 



TUESDAY PRAYER GROUP  

Please join us! The Tuesday prayer group is re-starting on Tuesday afternoons at 
2:30pm in the Parish Hall.   There will be a time of prayer, most times with 
communion, and then Bible or book study.   If you are interested speak to Gail 
Kostash. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

Joan and Harry Little celebrated their 62nd Anniversary on Nov 2, 
2017.  At their request Reverend Margaret prepared a reaffirmation of 
vows.  It was held on Tues Nov 7th. at the Little’s home.  Joining 
together we had 3 ladies from our parish, long time neighbours, daughter and husband and 
granddaughter and their flower girl.  After the service we enjoyed refreshments and socializing 
together.  Both Joan and Harry were very involved at St George’s when they were able and we 
continue to visit them at their home in 
Morningside.  Congratulations are 
extended to both of them.   

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT QUIET DAY    

WAITING IS A WONDROUS GIFT: An Advent Quiet Day 
 
In the midst of all the rush and stress that the ‘holiday season’ seems 
to bring, you are invited to receive the gift of retreat.  Take a day to 
yourself for yourself.  Through contemplative prayer, we will rest in 
the hope that lingers in our waiting, uncovering the gifts of grace that 
come to us when we are waiting for something else to happen. 
Renison University College.  Registration required.   
Cost $30 per person.   

                  Saturday, December 2 | 10 A.M. to 3 P.M  

 

 



ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN  

Anglican Christian Women’s group invites all women of our church family 
to the annual Christmas Luncheon at the Waterloo Region Museum on 
Sat. December 16, starting at 11am.  Please sign up on the sheet on the 
bulletin board or speak to Carol Massel or Margaret Bennett. The 
exhibition aptly named Trail Blazing shows how woman have transformed 
Canadian Politics, Work and everyday life.  Lunch will be held at the 
Edelweiss Tavern afterwards.   

 
ST. GEORGE’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 

 

 

 

We invite all of you to attend our annual Christmas Bazaar on Sat Nov. 25th from 11:00- 2:00. Bring 
a friend, tell your neighbours. We will have a great lunch including soup, sandwich and homemade 
pie. There will be many other items all donated by our congregation and friends. We have been 
very busy making Christmas gift baskets and this year also made quite a few greenery displays for 
your front porch. We will look forward to meeting with you at this first Christmas event at St 
George’s.  

Carol Massel, Bazaar convenor 

GAIL CUTHBERT BRANDT PRESENTS THE SEASONAL GREENERY FOR SALE THIS YEAR AT THE BAZAAR  
 



 

FAMILY SERVICE, PAGEANT & 

POTLUCK 

 
 

Sunday, Dec 17th, 10:30am 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY AN ADVENT BIBLE STUDY?  

December is a month in which our services and our 
Western culture are at odds with one another.  The yearly 
commercial feeding frenzy will be in full swing.  Television 
stations will bombard viewers with Christmas 
specials.  Christmas carols fill the airwaves.  Even in 
churches, many who enter will be looking for a nostalgia 
fix.  As our society rushes headlong towards Christmas, the 
Church says “Slow down.  Don’t rush to the manger.” 

Advent is about waiting and preparing.  But what are we 
waiting for?  Really?  And to what should this season of 
expectancy call us?  The answer to those questions may 
well change our response when finally we arrive at the 
stable in Bethlehem. 

Wednesdays at 7pm: November 29, December 6, 13, 20.  
Join Bishop Terry as he leads us through an interactive, 
enjoyable, and educational Advent study.  Nov 29th/Dec 
6th at St George’s Kitchener, Dec 13th/20th at St James 
Cambridge.     

                         Nine Lessons and Carols 

A Special Christmas Service  

                                             Sunday Evening Dec 10th, 7pm 

 
                Featuring music by Paul’s Copper & Brass Quintet 

Following the service we invite you to join us in the Parish Hall for Christmas cake, 
refreshments and fellowship 

 

Plan to join us for this festive event in the Christmas Season 



 

OUTREACH UPDATES 2017 

 

Waterloo Deanery Refugee Committee  

We are awaiting the arrival of a new family! They from Ethiopia and are currently living in a refugee 

camp in Kenya. The family consists of a Mom and Dad, a 3year old girl and a 2 year old boy. The 

committee is currently in the process of securing and preparing a home for them. 

Our Syrian family of 4 was blessed with the birth of a baby girl in June. I visited them recently and they 

are very happy to be in Canada. The eldest boy with special needs is getting the help he needs. During 

my visit we “talked”(with the use for the internet) about what Syria was like before the civil war 

compared to the total devastation that exists now.  

Kathy Richmond-Cox, Refugee Committee  

 

 

Stamping Out Leprosy 

 

St George’s congregation has been collecting stamps for the Leprosy Mission of Canada. We send a large 

envelope to Toronto once the stamps are collected and the envelope filled.  Stamp wholesaler’s pay 

$10.00 a pound. This money raised goes directly for medical treatment, education, and rehabilitation 

and In 2016, we raised over $5000.00. This will help about 25 leprosy patients. 

This time our thank you letter had an extra PS from the regular standard format.  It stated that they 

were really appreciative of the many interesting stamps we had donated. 

If you would like further information you can contact 1 888 537 7679 or https://effecthope.org/ 

Carol Massel 

 

 

https://effecthope.org/


 

 

PREAUTHORIZED DONATIONS 

Quite a few of our St. George’s parishioners donate to our 

church through pre-authorized donation.  The benefit for them 

is that they are making donations regularly on a specific date 

and a specific amount which they have carefully chosen.  If they 

are away for a period of time, their donation still comes in.  

A benefit for St. George’s is that we can depend on a steady 

stream of income to cover expenses which occur all year round. 

Our expenses include pay for staff, upkeep of our buildings, 

normal maintenance such as grass cutting and snow clearing, 

and the usual household expenses such as utilities.  Some 

money also comes for one or more of our designated charities.  

Notice to existing pre-authorized donation members: 

If at any time you wish to change the amount you are giving 

monthly, please pick up a donation form from the greeter’s 

area, fill it in with the change, seal the envelope and give it to 

Gail Kostash. The change will take place by the following month. 

The change may be to give more or less depending on your own 

circumstances. 

New pre-authorized donors: 

If you are considering this form of donation, please pick up a 

donation form from the greeter’s area or speak to Gail Kostash. 

Filling in the form is quite easy. Consider how much you wish to 

give in a year and divide by 12 to get the amount of the monthly 

withdrawal. Money can be withdrawn once a month on the 10th 

or the 25th, or you may wish to divide the monthly amount so 

that it comes off twice during the month.  Hand in a void 

cheque with your application form. A second option is to 

donate by credit card, although we are discouraging that as part 

of your donation then is charged back to us to cover bank 

charges. You may wish all of your donation to St. George’s to 

cover regular operating expenses or you may wish part of it to 

go to one of our designated charities. Speak to Gail if you are 

not sure what those charities are. 

Please prayerfully consider donating to St. George’s by pre-

authorized donation.  

Gail Kostash, Treasurer   



 

Sat. Nov 25 – Christmas Bazaar, 11am-2pm 

Sun. Nov 26 – Reign of Christ, Family Service 10:30am 

Wed. Nov 29 – Bible Study, St. George’s Kitchener, 7:00pm  

Sat. Dec 2 – Advent Quiet Day, Renison, 10am  

Sun. Dec 3 – First Sunday of Advent, 10:30am 

Wed. Dec 6 – Bible Study, St. George’s Kitchener, 7:00pm  

Thu. Dec 7 – Advent Evening Prayer, Trinity 6:30pm 

Sun. Dec 10 – Men’s breakfast meeting, 8:45am 

Sun. Dec 10 – Nine Lessons and Carols, 7pm 

Tue. Dec 12 – Parish Council meeting, 7:15pm. 

Wed. Dec 13 – Service at the Westhill, 2:30pm 

Wed. Dec 13 – Bible Study, St James Cambridge, 7:00pm  

Thu. Dec 14 – Advent Evening Prayer, Trinity 6:30pm 

Sat. Dec 16 – ACW Luncheon, Waterloo Museum, 11:00am 

Sun. Dec 17 – Pageant, followed by potluck 10:30am 

Sun. Dec 17 – Nithview Service, 1:30pm  

Wed Dec 20 – Bible Study, St James Cambridge, 7:00pm  

Thu. Dec 21 – Advent Evening Prayer, Trinity 6:30pm 

Sun. Dec 24 – Fourth Sunday of Advent, Prayers & Carols, 
10:30am 

 Sun. Dec 24 – Family Christmas Eve 

Service, 7:00pm. Carol sing-a-long 6:30pm 

 

 Mon. Dec 25 – Christmas Day Service 

with Holy Communion, 10:30am 

UPCOMING EVENTS…. 

 

Thank you for Supporting  

St. George’s 2017 Outreach 
Projects 

 
WFRC Food Bank 

St. George’s continues to collect food 
donations for our community. 

 

 
 

 
St George’s supported the Monica Place 

2017 Gala in June 
and  

Grape Escape fundraising over $15000! 
 

 
 

 
 

Sleeping Children Around the World 
Collected $350 which was used to 

support the purchase of bedkits for 
children around the world. 

 

 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 


