A Message from Reverend Margaret
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid; Mary, for you have found
favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.’
Luke 1:30-31
The noise level in the dining room was loud but it was like any
other lunch time; groups of young women chatted while checking
their phones, forks clattered against plates, babies babbled and
cried, and the intercom paged someone to the front door. Then
the door opened, the conversation seemed to pause for a moment
and then a shriek. Forks dropped, chairs scrapped on the floor as
everyone rushed over to see the new baby. The conversation grew
loud with questions of name and weight.
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Even after thousands of babies each new baby at Monica Place is
enthusiastically welcomed. Each new baby is seen as a miracle and
a sign of hope. With the passing days the new mom and baby
settle into the rhythm of their new way of life – feeding and
bathing, sleeping and playing, diapers and strollers. With the
support of Monica Place many young women successfully parent
their child. But it is a hard struggle for most of them even with all
our medical knowledge and modern conveniences.
And with each baby I think about Mary, a young woman, possibly
scorned by some of her family and neighbours. I wonder how she
dealt with the sleepless nights and the colicky cry. Encouraged by
the visits of the angels and wise men had told that this was a
special baby; the prophecies by Simeon and Anna in the temple
that Jesus would be a source of great hope for many but also pain
for Mary.
Jesus came, Jesus was born that he might die so that we may be
saved. In the words of the traditional carol The Holy and the Ivy:
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ,
To be our sweet Saviour.
…
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
For to do us sinners good
…
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
For to redeem us all.
Please join us to enthusiastically remember the birth of Jesus.
Advent services and the Service of Lessons and Carols are all part of
our preparation; more details are in the newsletter.
Blessings, peace and joy to you and your family,
Margaret +

Opening doors, minds, and hearts
WARDEN’S MESSAGE
As we look toward the joy of the Advent season and Christmas, we have many reasons to rejoice in our
communal life at St. George’s. In October we celebrated the 180 th anniversary of Anglican presence in
Wilmot Township with a sold-out dinner and tribute show held at the local Legion. More than one hundred
hungry diners enjoyed the delicious ham
dinner prepared by Gail McMullen and
the music of various stars of the 1950s
and 1960s as interpreted by Cambridge
Productions. In addition to having an
opportunity to celebrate together, we
were able to raise $1600 to contribute
to our operating budget.
October also saw the offering of our first
public lecture series. Held each Tuesday
morning in the parish hall, the lectures
examined various aspects of the impact
of World War 1 on Canadian society.
The series attracted more than forty
people, some of whom traveled from
Tavistock, Phillipsburg, and Waterloo.
The completed evaluations were very
positive, and the attendees expressed a
strong interest in having another series
in April 2019. Our goal is to develop an
ongoing adult learning program that will
prove another meaningful way for St.
George’s to support the local
community.
An additional resounding success we
would like to report concerns our current capital campaign. We have surpassed the 2018 goal of $25,000
set by Special Vestry last spring and are on our way to raising the $25,000 require in 2019 as part of the
five-year capital plan the parish submitted to the Diocese. These excellent results are due to a number of
factors: the willingness of parishioners to stretch beyond their regular offerings; the generosity of
individuals outside the parish who saw the article in the Waterloo Region Record about our capital
campaign; and the support of the St. James’ Anglican Wilmot Board which voted to donate $5,000. We are
very thankful for these expressions of commitment and support.

As we noted in the Fall newsletter, these capital funds are already being put to work. The
finishing touches have been made to the new connection from the church to the municipal
sewer, and we are making much-needed repairs to the floors in the church vestibule and
greeters’ area. As well, we have just been advised that our application for a provincial grant of
over $600 to help retrofit the lighting in our parish hall has been approved, and that work will be
carried out shortly. Emergency repair work on crumbling masonry on the church exterior is also
being pursued before winter sets in. We hope that these various improvements will not only
make our church safer but also more attractive and comfortable. As always, we welcome your
questions and comments as our capital projects continue.
We hope that we will have an opportunity to greet you in person at our Sunday services or at
one of our special Advent events. We wish you and your loved ones a blessed Christmas and a
healthy, happy New Year.
Gail Cuthbert Brandt, Rector’s Warden

Marg Cassel, People’s Warden

PARISH LIBRARY
Hopefully you have investigated our “Little Free Library” in the cupboard
right beside the Sunday School corner in the church hall. The books have
already been enjoyed and passed along by various people in our
congregation.
Here are a coupkle of reading suggestions: A Severe Mercy by Sheldon Vanrcken might have
strong appeal to a C.S. Lewis fan. The writer had the privelege of coming to know C.S. Lewis as a
friend and was able to enjoy many discussions with him personally. All this while Sheldona and
his wife were themselves students at Oxford. Honey for a Child’s Heart by Gladys Hurst is a
valuable resource for anyone wishing to locate books for chldren from preschool age through to
the teeanger.
Submitted by Erma Godber

Nine Lessons and Carols
A Special Christmas Service

Sunday Afternoon Dec 9th, 3pm
Following the service we invite you to join us in the Parish Hall for Christmas
cake, refreshments, fellowship and quilt auction of a beautifully crafted king
size, hand-made by the Trinity Piecemakers valued at $800.00 dollars.
Plan to join us for this festive event in the Christmas Season

THE BELLS OF PEACE
St. James Wilmot Anglican Church on the old Huron Road just south of New Hamburg celebrated the 100
year anniversary since the end of WWI on Nov. 11, 2018 by ringing our 3000 lb. bell 100 times. A group of
just over 20 gathered at 5:00pm. Children young and old each took their turn. Such a memorable
occasion.

MESSAGE FROM OUR DEACON IN TRAINING, SUSAN BAGSHAW
Greetings! To those of you I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting, my name is Susan Bagshaw. I
have been blessed to have been welcomed to St. George’s by Reverend Margaret to fulfil one of
my requirements as a diaconal postulant - a three-month placement outside of my regular
parish. I cannot believe that time has come to an end!
I just wish to share a little of where my journey started from regarding
my calling and where it has taken me thus far. I heard God’s call to me a
little over 6 years ago at a time when I was busy going about what I
thought was a fulfilling Christian journey. I was involved in many aspects
of church life at my home parish of St. John’s in Cambridge, but all of a
sudden God called and asked me to make a change. The first scripture I
read the day I heard that call was Psalm 26. Verses 2 & 3 stuck with me “Test me, O Lord, and try me, examine my heart and my mind; for your love is ever before me
and I walk continually in your truth.” Since that day, they have been my guide into a journey

that has taken me to mission trips in Kingston and Negril in Jamaica and Sosua in the Dominican
Republic. I have done things I never thought possible and were far outside of my comfort zone
– just ask me some time! I have met people that are doing amazing things to improve the life of
the poor, sick and the outcasts of society in places where resources are scarce, and life is lived
one day at a time. I have had my heart broken time after time with what I have seen and when I
realize how much better we can do as the world, but don’t. I’ve not been discouraged by this
however as it serves only to act as a catalyst for change!
A bit about my ministry of pastoral care - it is through the lens of compassion that I have
become a parish pastoral visitor at our hospital. I have initiated and support several campaigns
for our food bank – be it ‘Cereal Sundays’, ‘Backpacks for Bookworms’ or collecting mittens and
hats for the homeless and those in need. I run a campaign to support Lisaard House every year
and have a leadership role for services at our local nursing home to name some of the ministries
I am involved in.
A bit about me - I am working full time as Tenant Services Coordinator, Assisted and Affordable
Housing Programs with the Region of Waterloo and have my sights set on retirement. I look
forward to having more time to share with the community. I have been married to Brian for 25
years, have two grown children (Dean and Amber) and two little grand-babies – Tilda (3) and
Emory (new to this world in October). I continue to study at Renison part-time towards a
Licentiate in Theology – a goal before my next milestone birthday!
I have been in the diaconal process as a postulant for a little over 2 ½ years and believe that God
has called me to live this ministry and vocation of caring for those in need where they are found.
I may not always be good at it, but I’ve pledged to God to try my best to be who God calls me to
be and do what His will demands for the sake of those I encounter every day. In her book on
prayer, Joyce Rupp says: “May you be led forth to be a blessing of compassion in a world
crying out for loving kindness and courageous justice.” Oh, what a wonderful world this would
be if we all did just that.
May God bless you abundantly in your lives as you live out your own personal ministries. Please
accept my gratitude for the welcome I have experienced being part of your parish family these
past few months and getting to know you and witness your gifts. I have been strengthened by it
and it has been both a pleasure and a joy, and with a little sadness in my heart I say farewell for
now, but not goodbye.
Yours in Christ, Susan Bagshaw.

MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC
DIRECTOR
I am very sad to announce that I will be
leaving the St George's community as the
Music Director this December. I have
been truly blessed to have gotten the
opportunity to work with such an amazing
group of people in a place where we can
vibrantly worship our Lord together. This
entire community has been so incredible
and welcoming that this parish will hold a
special place in my heart forever!
Whoever comes next into this position
will be extremely lucky to get to be a part
of this special church. I wish you all the
best in the future and I promise lots of
future visits!
Blessings,
Amanda Hamilton

Good bye to you Amanda. St. George’s wishes all the best to you and Mitchell on your journey of
love and life. Our choir really appreciates all the patience you have had with us and we enjoyed
learning new anthems for the different seasons.
Love from your
St George’s Church family

TUESDAY PRAYER GROUP
The Tuesday prayer group has been scheduled to start again on January 8,
2019 at 2pm. Prayer requests may be given to Rev. Margaret.

Gathering of Nithview Community residents and friends on Sunday Nov 18th for service.

ST. GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN
Anglican Christian Women’s group invites all women of our church family to the
annual Christmas Luncheon at the Schmidtsville Restaurant in Wellesley on Sat.
December 15, starting at 1:00pm.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
If you wish to make a Christmas Gift to our Rector, The Rev. Margaret Walker, please be aware
that the amount of the gift will not be given a Charitable Receipt. Place the gift in an envelope
clearly marked for Rev. Margaret.
If you wish to make a special Christmas Gift to St. George's, please use either your own St.
George's envelope or a special Christmas pew envelope. The amount of this gift will be part of
your 2018 Charitable Receipt.

MILESTONES
Mary Beemer celebrates a milestone. Ninety years
young, what an amazing accomplishment. Mary was
born in Millbank where she attended public school
and then to Milverton to complete her high school
diploma. Nursing was Mary’s choice of vocation
where she excelled and enjoyed. Mary married in
1952 to John Beemer at Grace Anglican Church in
Millbank. They had 3 children and when Mary
decided to return to work she worked as head nurse
in the Emergency department at Grand River
Hospital and continued there until 1988 when Mary
made the decision to retire. Mary and John moved
to Kitchener in 1985. The children were baptised at
St. George’s. Unfortunately John past away in 1993
and this left Mary very lonely with only her dog to
talk to. Mary did like to be active so after she had
retired from nursing decided to apply to ComCare
and got the job. Mary loved working with clients in their homes. Along with this Mary took
courses at Waterloo University and received her degree in 2000.
Mary has been very faithful in bringing her 6 grandchildren and also 4 great grandchildren to St.
George’s to church and Sunday school. She has a favourite place to sit on the left hand side at
the back. Mary is in good health but has been having trouble with circulation in her legs
sometimes making it hard for her to walk but that doesn’t stop her from coming to worship. Her
family is very supportive to her and of course her grandchildren love her
deeply.
Mary still lives on her own in the Kitchener family home, drives her own
car and always has a welcome smile on her face. St. George’s is very
fortunate to have such a faithful person to be part of our church family.
Thank you Mary.
If you or someone you know would like to share their milestones in our newsletter, please
contact a Parish council member or call the office at 519-662-3450.

ADVENT EVENING PRAYER
On the three Thursdays of Advent, Trinity and St. George’s meet for a
brief, meditative service of Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm. Each service is
preceded by a simple soup supper at 5:30 pm. Join us on December
6th, 13th and 20st at Trinity. All ages are welcome.

ST. GEORGE’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2018

GAIL CUTHBERT BRANDT PRESENTS THE SEASONAL GREENERY FOR SALE THIS YEAR
We invite all of you to attend our annual Christmas Bazaar on Sat Nov. 24th from 11am – 2pm.
Bring a friend, tell your neighbours. We will have a great lunch including soup, sandwich and
homemade pie. There will be many other items all donated by our congregation and friends. We
have been very busy making Christmas gift baskets and this year also made quite a few greenery
displays for your front porch. We will look forward to meeting with you at this first Christmas
event at St. George’s.
Carol Massel, Bazaar convenor

T’was the night before Christmas,
God glanced over the earth.
He looked to and fro,
All over it’s girth.
They missed it again He said with a
sigh,
A heavy heart and a tear in his eye.
I gave them my son,
So they could be free.
My greatest gift,
To them from me.
They traded me in,
For a man in red.
A little tree,
And horse drawn sled.
How do I save them,
And make them see.
My love is complete,
My grace is free.
How do I help them,
When all they know.
Is a talking snowman,
And a box with a bow.
Maybe next year,
they will stop and see.
The biggest gift of Christmas,
Is the little child from me.

FAMILY SERVICE, PAGEANT &
POTLUCK

Sunday, Dec 16th, 10:30am

Everyone Welcome!

Carling, Carter & Hailey ringing the bell at St. James, Wilmot

UPCOMING EVENTS….

Sat. Nov 24 – Christmas Bazaar, 11am-2pm
Sun. Nov 25 – Reign of Christ, Family Service 10:30am
Sun. Dec 2 – First Sunday of Advent, 10:30am
Thu. Dec 6 – Advent Evening Prayer, Trinity 6:30pm
Sun. Dec 9 – Men’s breakfast meeting, 8:45am
Sun. Dec 9 – Nine Lessons and Carols, 3pm
Tue. Dec 11 – Parish Council meeting, 7:15pm.
Wed. Dec 12 – Service at the Westhill, 2:30pm
Thu. Dec 13 – Advent Evening Prayer, Trinity 6:30pm
Sat. Dec 15 – ACW Luncheon, Schmidtsville Restaurant, 1:00pm
Sun. Dec 16 – Pageant, followed by potluck 10:30am
Sun. Dec 16 – Nithview Service, 1:30pm
Thu. Dec 20 – Advent Evening Prayer, Trinity 6:30pm
Sun. Dec 23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10:30am

Mon. Dec 24 – Family Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service, 7:00pm. Carol sing-a-long
6:30pm

Tue. Dec 25 – Christmas Day Service with
Holy Communion, 10:30am

Check out the latest Information on our website at www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com
Send in your email address to ensure you don’t miss out on any up coming events brought to you by St. George’s!
Drop us a line at
sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

