A Message from Reverend Margaret
All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful,
the Lord God made them all.
Common Praise (1998), #415
This morning the ‘Road Closed’ sign at the end of Byron Street was
taken down. It marks the end of the construction necessitated by the
re-building of the storm sewer that goes beneath the road. The
construction was a source of disruption and noise for much of the
summer.
We are appreciative of the new road surface, and the repaired
sidewalk along Byron Street. At the church we are thankful for the
paved ramp up to our parking area that is also less steep. And we look
forward to connecting the sump pump from the church to the storm
sewer soon.
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It is interesting what sounds can be heard now that the construction
equipment is gone. Sounds of conversations and laughter, of dogs and
birds, of crickets and raindrops. And wasps. Hovering under the porch
of the back door of the house there were often some wasps buzzing
around, long slender wasps. The reappearance of all these sounds
brought the words of the hymn by Cecil F. Alexander to mind: “All
things bright and beautiful.”
A couple of days ago the quiet was interrupted by a rat-a-tat-tat from
near the back door of the parish office. As it continued I grew curious.
Searching I found the source of the noise was a woodpecker pecking at
the window frame. I watched in awe for a while; I had never been so
close to a woodpecker. As I continued to study the woodpecker I
realized that it wasn’t pecking at the window frame but at wasps’
nests. Made by the long slender, mud dauber wasps these nests look
like pipes, about the size of a finger, and made of mud. The
woodpecker was eating the wasps in the nest.
I marvelled at the housing made by the wasps that looked like
miniature organ pipes. I marvelled at the persistence of the
woodpecker going after a tasty meal. The holes made by the
woodpecker reminded me of the holes in organ pipes. The words of
the fourth verse spoke to my heart:
God gave us eyes to see them,
and lips that we might tell
how great is the Creator,
who has made all things well.
Yours, in awe of our Creator,
Margaret +

Opening doors, minds, and hearts
WARDEN’S MESSAGE
We hope that you and your loved ones have had a relaxing and enjoyable summer. For our parish,
the last few months have been busy and noteworthy.
On May 6, 2018, a special vestry meeting was held to discuss a five-year capital expenditure plan to
address the structural integrity and improvement of our buildings. Vestry approved a capital budget
of $30,000 for 2018 and endorsed a capital campaign to raise the required funds. We are happy to
report that, following a request to members and friends of St. George’s, a sum of $21,000 has been
pledged and $13,000 has already been received. For more information about the capital campaign
and the approved priority projects for 2018, please see the related article in this newsletter.
Some of the capital money that has been raised is already being put to work. During the
reconstruction of Byron Street this summer, the sump pump in our church basement is ready to be
connected to the municipal sewer system, at a reasonable cost. The objective is to eliminate the
problem of ice forming on the sidewalk next to the church during the winter months and basement
flooding. We also have a newly paved entranceway to the parking area between the house and the
church.
Life at St. George’s, however, has not been all about budgets and capital projects. On April 8, we had
the privilege of hosting Fred and Bonnie Cappuccino at our morning service. This inspiring couple,
who adopted 19 children from a number of countries, went on to found Child Haven International, a
charity that operates homes for children in India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Tibet. Ninety-two-year-old
Fred gave an entertaining talk entitled “Lesser Miracles and Greater Miracles”. Following the
service, we enjoyed lunch and a time of fellowship with Fred and Bonnie and some of their
supporters.
In May, several members of St. George’s attended the open house at Monica Place in Waterloo to
celebrate its 50th anniversary. With its residences and programming to support young pregnant
women and their babies, Monica Place began as a Waterloo Deanery project to celebrate Canada’s
centennial and remains one of our parish’s priority charities.
Another event that attracted members of our parish in June was the play “Discovery: A Comic
Lament” sponsored by a number of churches in Waterloo region, including Anglican parishes. With
four performances, this play
about the 15th century European
Doctrine of Discovery,
legitimizing the seizure of
Indigenous lands and the
oppression of their inhabitants,
was a well-attended, thoughtprovoking event.
Looking ahead, there are a
number of noteworthy events

scheduled for this fall. They include a special speakers’ series in October to commemorate the
centenary of the end of World War 1, and our celebration on October 19 to celebrate 180 years of
Anglican ministry in Wilmot Township. Details about these and our other upcoming events are
provided elsewhere in this newsletter. We look forward to seeing you at several of them and on
Sunday morning.
Gail Cuthbert Brandt, Rector’s Warden
Margaret Cassel, People’s Warden

REFUGEE COMMITTEE UPDATE
I continue to be involved in the Waterloo Deanery Refugee committee.
Back in April, we invited our first family who came from Syria (via Jordan) in February 2016 to join us.
We had a potluck dinner with the Mom, Dad and 3 little boys. After dinner, the dad spoke with us a
little about life in Syria but mostly about how much they are enjoying their life in Kitchener and how
grateful they are for the support they have received from our committee. He shared stories of his
experiences as an Uber driver and fishing in Columbia Lake.
We are continuing to provide support for our most recent family that arrived from Ethiopia (via
Nairobi, Kenya). Mom, Dad, 4 year-old girl and 2 year-old boy arrived just before Christmas 2017, on
one of the coldest days of the year. I am part of the shopping team and usually take the mom (but
sometimes the dad) shopping on a monthly basis. Our 1st task was to make sure they had warm coats
and boots for our Canadian winters. Now, they are enjoying the summer months and many of us
have taken them on social outings over the summer. I had the Mom and children over to our place
for a swim one day. They have also met other Ethiopian families in Kitchener. They are a dedicated
family and have elected to continue their English schooling over the summer. The Dad takes the bus
to the downtown Kitchener bus terminal in the morning and then walks to school. The Mom brings
the kids on the bus to downtown at noon, they do the exchange and she goes to school in the
afternoon.
Kathy Richmond-Cox

TUESDAY PRAYER GROUP
Please join us! The Tuesday prayer group is re-starting on Tuesday September 11th at
2:00pm in the Parish Hall. There will be a time of prayer, most times with communion,
and then Bible or book study. If you are interested speak to Gail Kostash or leave a
message at the church.

MONICA PLACE QUILT RAFFLE
This year’s raffle went well. Last year there were only four churches involved but this year saw four
more churches added. Each church had the quilt for two weeks and then it went on to the next
church. Trinity Piecemakers made the beautiful quilt valued at $800.00. Tickets sold for $5.00 each or
5 for $10.00. I’m happy to say that St. George’s raised $115.00 this year. Thank you everyone for
supporting Monica Place.
Janice Holst

PARISH LIBRARY
It is good to see that an increasing number of our books are circulating in the congregation. St.
George’s little free library, “The Bookshelf” is now located in the cupboard near the Sunday School
corner in the Parish Hall. You are welcome to both choose and contribute books that are of interest
to the Christian journey. Return books later or pass them on, it’s up to you. Occasionally books that
are not being used will be removed from circulation.
Erma Godber

PROPERTY REPORT
If you’ve been avoiding our Byron Street
driveway this summer, you will be happy
to know that for the most part the road
construction is finished. Byron Street
now has a preliminary layer of asphalt
and the portion of our driveway which
was falling apart and in need of repair
has now been resurfaced.
All this is to say that our first capital
project to connect our sump pump
discharge to the Byron Street storm
water drain is nearing completion. At
the moment, the drain is a large
diameter pipe extending well above
grade level where the sump pump
discharge exits the church foundation.
As construction workers finalize sodding
of the boulevards and lawns that were
ripped up along the street, plans to
connect water from the sump pump and
corner downspout to this drain are
beginning. We have reason to hope that
for the first time ever, this corner of the
church will no longer present the safety
concerns of previous years. On a closing
note, we are also happy to report this
project came in well under budget.
At our August meeting council discussed
our next capital project for repairs
around the church. It was decided that the lighting in our fellowship hall will be our next focus. The
decision was made to take full advantage of a lighting subsidy offered by Ontario Hydro which ends
this December. We look forward to a hall with fully operational lighting. This will go a long way to
create a positive experience for us and our functions in the hall, our User groups and first impressions
of those visiting our church.
A big “shout-out” of thanks to those who already have and to those who continue to make
contributions to the St. George’s capital fund drive. These repairs and enhancements are only made

possible through your contributions. These are your dollars hard at work to ensure another
generation of parishioners are able to worship here at St. George’s.
Many thanks to those who quietly do some of the other necessary maintenance around the church
such as painting and looking after the gardens.
Paul Ditner

CONCERT FOR TERRY
St. George’s hosted the Concert for Terry coinciding with the 60 th Birthday for Terry Fox on July 28th.
Over 90 people enjoyed performances from Charlene and Ella Nafziger, Tim Louis, Rebecca
Binnendyk, Meg Contini and Mackenzie Jordan, and T’was Now. The musical entertainment, raising
approximately $1000.00 was set up by John Bailey Jr. to assist with this public fundraiser for The Terry
Fox Foundation supporting cancer research.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 2018
An aging church often requires more than simple maintenance. After an assessment of the structure,
both exterior and interior of St. George’s Church, the urgency of major repairs became obvious. In
January, our Vestry approved setting up a 2018 Capital Budget of $30,000 and prioritized the areas
that need repair now.
Since that meeting, we have received pledges of $20,080, most of it from regular attenders of St.
George’s but some from those who are friends of St. George’s, either former regular attenders or
those whose parents played or continue to play an active role in St. George’s. To this date, midAugust, we have collected $12,975 and are preparing to get down to business now that the repair
work on Byron Street is coming to an end.
We extend our thanks to all those who have made pledges
and begun giving donations to help fulfill their pledges. If
there are others who wish to make a pledge at this point,
we would be grateful to accept. If it is more convenient for
you to mail in your donation or pledge, please send it to St.
George’s Church, 3 Byron Street, N3A 1P1.

Blessing of the Animals

Gail Kostash, Treasurer

Sunday September 23rd at
10:30
Bring your Pets to the service
in the Parish Hall

TRUTH AND/OR CONSEQUENCES A LOOK AT ST. GEORGE’S FINANCIAL PICTURE
Elsewhere in this Newsletter, you will read about the health of our Capital Campaign for 2018. More
is needed if we are to complete all the repair work we hoped to complete in 2018, but we are well on
our way to being able to do so. For months, our credit union balance at the end of the month has
been above zero. As Treasurer, I figuratively dance for joy when I note that. Then the reality strikes
home. Once we begin paying for the capital work to be done in 2018, that picture will change.
In the month of July our income available to cover the operating costs of St. George’s came to $5,536.
That amount covered our payroll, with $7 left to cover Utilities and Maintenance for both the church
and the parish house, our Diocesan Apportionment, and administrative costs which totaled $3,514.
The figures above cover a summer month, when church attendance is normally lower. A better
picture would be to look at how we are stacking up against our 2017 expenses to July 31 st. Last year
our offerings included regular offerings plus the debt reduction offerings. Taking that into
consideration, our offerings are down by $8,300. Our other income is also falling behind by $4,750.
On the other hand, our 2018 expenses compared to those of 2017 are actually $2,000 less.
This picture appears to be one of doom and gloom but it is not meant to be. Rather, it is a reality
check. Because we carried over from 2017 a smaller deficit than the 2016 deficit, our bottom line
deficit for our 2018 operating budget is ($30,451) compared to the July 2017 bottom line deficit of
($34,276). If there is any message to take from this, it is for our congregation to continue with their
regular St. George’s contributions and have their Capital Fund donations be extra.
Gail Kostash, Treasurer

LAY DELEGATE TO SYNOD
I attended the 177th Synod of the Diocese of Huron in May, a wonderful and spiritual two and a half
days. It started with Sunday evening service which was held at St. Paul’s Cathedral. On Monday
morning, The Rt. Reverend Linda Nicholl’s called Synod to order and we got down to business for the
next couple of days.
The theme of Synod this year was Discipleship – Abide in the Word. In summary, to become a disciple
of Jesus is to embark with others on a journey. It is to decide to submit our whole life in all its parts
to God.
Reports to Synod and topics included: Indigenous People, Huron Church Camp, Refugees, Marriage
Canon and Stewardship. Presentations were heard from Huron University College, Renison University
College and Canterbury College. Rev Roslyn Elm spoke passionately about systematic oppression and
the differences between survival and living. Thank you to Rev. Margaret for the opportunity to
participate in Synod this year.
Janice Holst

TEAMWORK AT ST. GEORGE’S
A team is a group of individuals who use their gifts to work together for a common purpose. They
develop goals by consensus and commit to implementing those goals through shared responsibility.
We at St. George’s wrestle with two key issues: how to keep members of our congregation actively
involved in the life of our church and how to spread the workload of our dedicated volunteers out
more evenly. All too often, the same individuals are called upon to perform the multiple tasks
needed to sustain essential congregational activities and look after aging buildings.
An increasingly common solution to these issues at other churches is to use teams to provide the
vision and share the responsibility for different facets of congregational life. Your parish council has
recommended that we implement this teamwork approach at St. George’s.
Unlike formal committees, teams do not require that you attend regular meetings, read minutes, or
pass formal motions. Rather teams provide an opportunity for members to develop ideas, propose
new approaches, and carry out specific projects.
Whether you attend church on a regular basis or whether you come only once in a while, you can be
a valuable team member. If everyone joins a team, we will be a stronger congregation.
On September 16, we will be having our usual “Start Up Sunday and BBQ”. At that time, we will be
introducing our teams and starting the team member recruitment process. To help you decide what
team you would like to join, here is a brief overview of the teams and their purposes:
Nurture
To ensure that newcomers are warmly welcomed, current parishioners are supported, and, when
appropriate, contact is maintained with former members
Worship
To work with the parish priest to design forms and styles of worship to attract and engage the
congregation
Education
To plan and coordinate activities to enable St. George’s members of all ages to grow in their Christian
faith
Stewardship
To help ensure that St. George’s has the financial resources required to carry out its key activities and
that parish facilities are properly maintained
Communications
To develop and oversee a communications strategy to tell the story of St. George’s, its people, and its
activities
Outreach
To enable the people of St. George’s to live out their Christian mission by supporting others in the
local, national, and international communities.

TUMULTUOUS TIMES: CANADA AND WORLD WAR 1
A Lecture Series to Commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the End of WW1
It has been almost one hundred years since the official end of World War 1. This momentous conflict
has been traditionally described in Canadian history as a watershed event for the country’s political
and constitutional development.
But what did the war, and war’s end, mean for ordinary people at the time and for their future?
Come and join us as we hear from some of the region’s foremost historians as they explore the
military, social, cultural, and medical repercussions of World War 1.

Place:
Time:
Format:

Oct 2

1918: Exploring the Legacy of Canada and the First World War
Dr. Geoffrey Hayes, University of Waterloo

Oct 9

Canadian Women Step Forward
Dr. Gail Cuthbert Brandt, University of Waterloo

Oct 16

Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples and the War
Dr. Susan Roy, University of Waterloo

Oct 23

Canada’s Black Battalion in a White Man’s War
Dr. James Walker, University of Waterloo

Oct 30

The Medical Challenges of War and their Legacy
Dr. Mark Humphries, Wilfrid Laurier University

St. George’s Parish Hall
10 am–noon
Lecture, 10: am–11 am; Refreshment Break, 11:00 am–11:30 am;
Questions and Discussion, 11:30 am–noon

Cost:
$20 for the entire lecture series, or $5 per lecture at the door
**To reserve your tickets, please contact the church office at 519-662-3450**

DEACON IN TRAINING
On Sunday September 2nd, we will welcome Susan Bagshaw as Deacon-in-Training. Susan will be with
us for three months, assisting in leading worship and participating in parish events and activities.
Please welcome Susan and introduce yourself.

ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN (ACW)
All women of the parish are invited to our meeting on Sunday September 16th at
8:45am in the parish hall.. A light breakfast is served. There are lots of items on the
agenda including hosting the Deanery of Waterloo ACW meeting on Saturday
October 20th and making gift baskets.

LIFE CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
John Bailey 81st in May
Mary Beemer 90th in August
In Memoriam
Harry Little (March)
Rev Canon Sonjie Pearson (April)
Murray Whipp (June)
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

ST. GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, NEW HAMBURG
180TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND TRIBUTE SHOW
Friday, October 19, 2018
Royal Canadian Legion Hall
65 Boullee Street, New Hamburg
5:30 p.m.

Cash Bar

6:00 p.m.

Buffet Dinner including baked ham, scalloped potatoes,
vegetables, coleslaw, rolls, dessert, and beverage

7:30 p.m.

Tribute Show featuring your favourite singers of the 50s
and 60s presented by Celebrity Productions, Cambridge.
Great Impersonations! Great Entertainment!

TICKETS:

$25 PER PERSON

Advance Sales Only.
To reserve tickets, please call:
519-662-3450

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS….
























Mon Sep 3 – Labour Day Weekend
Sun. Sep 9 – Sunday School Start Up
Tue. Sep 11 – Parish Council, 7:15pm
Wed Sep 12 – Service at The Westhill, 2:30pm
Sun. Sep 16 – ACW Breakfast meeting, 8:45am
Sun. Sep 16 – Start up BBQ following service, 10:30am
Sun. Sep 16 – 50th Anniversary Service at Nithview, 2:30pm
Sun. Sep 23 – Blessing of the Animals, 10:30am
Thu. Sep 27 – Monica Place Grape Escape, 6:00pm
Sun. Sep 30 – St. James Harvest Service, 3:00pm
Tue. Oct 9 – Parish Council Meeting, 7:15pm
Wed. Oct 10 – Service at The Westhill, 2:30pm
Sun. Oct 14 – Men’s Breakfast & Book Study, 8:45am
Fri. Oct 19 – 180th Anniversary Dinner, 5:30pm
Sun. Oct 21 – Service at Nithview, 1:30pm
Sun. Oct 28 – Family Service, 10:30am
Sun. Nov 4 – All Saints’ Lessons & Hymns, 10:30am
Sun. Nov 11 – Remembrance Day Service, 10:30
Tue. Nov 13 – Parish Council, 7:15pm
Wed. Nov 14 – Service at The Westhill, 2:30pm
Sun. Nov 18 – Service at Nithview, 1:30pm
Sat. Nov 24 – ACW Christmas Bazaar

St. James Wilmot
4339 Huron Road
New Hamburg
_________________
Harvest Festival
Holy Communion
BCP Rite

Sunday, September 30th
3:00pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Check out the latest Information on our website at www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com
Send in your email address to ensure you don’t miss out on any up coming events brought to you by St. George’s!
Drop us a line at
sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

