
Minutes of Parish Council   2019 Jan 8 

  Page 1 of 4 

St.  George’s Anglican Church, New Hamburg 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting – January 8, 2019 

Council Members:  

Member Attendance Member Attendance Member Attendance 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rev. Margaret Walker Present Kay Cairns Present Bob Kostash Present  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Gail Cuthbert Brandt Present Janice Holst Present Gail Kostash Present 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Calvin Williston Present Paul Ditner Regrets Marg Cassel Present 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Kathy Richmond-Cox Present Erma Godber Present Carol Massel Regrets 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Margaret Bennett Regrets 

 
1. Opening Prayer – Council members shared in the reading of an Evening Liturgy and a reflection by Rev. 

Margaret. 

2. Review of Minutes from December 11, 2018. Gail Kostash noted that there was an error in reporting 
that our General operating fund with a deficit of $33,000 was worse than this time last year by $3,000.  
In fact it was better than last year by $3,000.   
Motion: Moved by Calvin Williston, seconded by Marg Cassel that the revised Minutes be accepted. 
Carried.  

Review of Action Items – Completed Items 

# Responsible 
Party 

Due Date Details 

5 Rector/Carol 
Massel 

Dec Purchase, present Amanda with wedding/goodbye gift for $200. Carol will 
look after the ornament.  Rev. Margaret will order the gift certificate 
online. 

13 Social 
Committee 

Jan 3 Host a movie night with light supper over the holidays on Jan. 3.  Movie 
would be Christopher Robin. 

14 Rector Dec 21 Organize Ministerial Blue Christmas service to be on Dec. 21. One soup is 
being provided by Sister Anne.  Gail Cuthbert Brandt will make a dessert. 

15 Gail Cuthbert 
Brandt/Kathy 
Richmond Cox 

Jan Mission and Ministry plan update 

 
3. Rector’s Report 

(a) Clericus – Rev. Margaret brought up several items.  
(i) We have been asked to vote on a motion at our Vestry to support those in need.  
(ii) We should write in the Vestry Report our ministry that is done but is not cash.  
(iii) There are new e-mail addresses for Diocesan clergy set up by the Diocese.   
(iv) Renison is offering a Harry Potter course beginning Jan. 26th. Cost $250. They are also offering a 
Free Book Club. Rev. Margaret has a copy of the first small book to be discussed. There is also a 
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course on Dietrich Bonhoeffer and a course on the Haudenosaunee peoples.  
(v) We need to make the Five Marks of Mission more obvious to all our congregations. 

(b) Gail Cuthbert Brandt and Kathy Richmond Cox have updated our plan. Gail led us through the 
revised plan. In the Evangelism section a plan is made to have the Video series :”Thy Kingdom 
Come” made available to every member of our congregation. 

Motion: Moved by Gail Kostash, seconded by Marg Cassel that the revised Mission and Ministry 
Plan be forwarded to our January 2019 Vestry Meeting. Carried. 

4. Warden’s Report 

(a) Environmentally friendly garden: It has been suggested that part of our lawn be set up as a garden. 
The Wardens are looking into this. 

(b) Capital campaign: Our campaign went very well in 2018. It was definitely helped along by several 
unexpected donations which we cannot expect will happen again. Although there is money left in 
the fund at the end of 2018, not all jobs were able to be done in 2018. Now we have those to 
complete plus the 2019 items. There is a need to raise $22,000 in 2019. Pledge sheets will be made 
available again. There is a hope to get some funding from the Anglican Foundation. The Wardens 
hope to have an application presented for Diocesan approval for the Spring meeting. Failing that, 
they will try for the Fall meeting. 

(c) Our Administrative Assistant is leaving at the end of this week. There are 1 or 2 possibilities at the 
moment for a replacement. There has been no interest shown as yet in the position of organist and 
choir director. St. George’s of Forest Hill is offering the service of their pianist, John, at least for a 
few weeks. There is a poster up at Renison, and ad ready to go in the local area newspapers, and a 
job description on our website.  

(d) The Vestry meeting on Jan. 27 is a potluck. There are still some articles needed for the Vestry Book. 

5. Congregational Development Committee – Kathy Richmond-Cox 

(a) Adult Learning series. Gail Cuthbert Brandt reported that there was good feedback for a Spring 
lecture series. The decision has been made to have a series of lectures on The Environment. We 
should start thinking of some possible topics that could be included. Several ideas were given 
including how to pressure governments to act for the good of the environment. 

6. Worship Committee – Rev. Margaret 

(a) Advent and Christmas: Very positive feedback was received for the Nine Lessons and Carols service. 
Attendance was up by 8. It appears that the afternoon time slot may be the preferable one. 

(b) Prayer Group – This has begun again after a Nov./Dec. break. There were 5 of the 10 members at 
today’s session. 

7. Outreach – Kathy Richmond-Cox 

(a) Refugee family report: Rim, Thaeer and family were very pleased with the Christmas gifts given to 
them by St. George’s. Our last family has now been in Canada over one year. They are no longer 
supported financially by our Refugee Committee. Instead Ontario Works provides them with 
financial support. Kathy had a great experience taking Zubeida and the children to the theatre to see 
“Mary Poppins returns”. 
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Gail Kostash noted that every church in the Deanery are being asked to donate $625 to ensure the 
Refugee Committee has sufficient funds to support one more family. Rev. Margaret suggested that 
money could come from our Outreach from Bequests fund. 

(b) Pancake Supper Tuesday March 5th. Gail Cuthbert Brandt noted that she was able to attend the first 
meeting of the meeting. Larry Johnson from Zion United is the chair. The next meeting will be in 
February. The decision was made to have 300 tickets for sale and to keep the same price as last 
year. After a bit of discussion we have decided that our charities to receive our share of profit from 
the Pancake Supper this year will be Interfaith and Sleeping Children Around the World. 

8. Communications – Carol Massel 

(a) Communications strategy: Rev. Margaret suggested that it may be possible to have a Saturday 
workshop on moving forward with communication technologies led by The Rev. Marty Levesque, 
Rector of All Saints.  

9. St. James – Carol Massel – No report. 

10. Social 

(a) Musical evening: Gail Cuthbert Brandt is looking into setting up a Big Band evening next September. 
This could be considered part of the Stewardship Team responsibility. 

(b) Victorian Tea on the 11th of May should be considered an ACW event. 

11. Building and Property – Paul Ditner 

(a) Projects for 2019. There are 3 specific 2019 projects:  
(i) Redo the church roof on the side facing Waterloo Street at a cost of $19,000,  
(ii) Paint the Church interior at a cost of $7,500,  
(iii) Paint the Parish Hall at a cost of $5,000.  
In addition there are 2018 projects that were not done:  
(i) Caulk the windows in the church, 
(ii) Brick and stone work on church exterior. 

(b) Apartment repairs: leaks, failing refrigerator (now replaced), bathroom vent, Ventilation Fan. During 
the course of getting this work done it was discovered that the plumbers in the area are no longer 
offering on-call emergency services.  

12. Finance Committee – Gail Kostash 

(a) Treasurer’s Report: Gail led us through the report. Our General Operating Deficit is now $2,950 in 
large part due to the receipt in December of Investment Income of $37,963.13.  Attached to the 
report was a list of all our investments handled by the Diocese and their current values which were 
up from 2017. 

Motion: Gail Kostash moved, seconded by Kathy Richmond-Cox, acceptance of the December 
Financial Report. Carried. 

(b) Proposed Budget for 2019. The proposed budget was put together at a meeting of Rev. Margaret, 
Wardens Gail Cuthbert Brandt and Marg. Cassel and Treasurer Gail Kostash. There were no 
suggested changes. 

Motion: Moved by Gail Kostash, seconded by Calvin Williston that the Proposed Budget go on to the 
Vestry Meeting for final acceptance. 

13. New Business 
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(a) Movie Night: After the success of the Movie Night during the Christmas Break, there will be another 
Movie Night on Family Day, February 18. The movie proposed is “Coco”, a Disney film. The dinner 
will be soft Tacos. 

14. Adjournment: 

Motion: Bob Kostash moved that the meeting be adjourned at 9:30 pm. Carried. 

Upcoming Events 

Jan. 9 – Service at The Westhill, 2:30 pm 
Jan. 13 – Men’s Breakfast, 8:45 am 
Jan. 20 – ACW Breakfast meeting, 8:45 am 
Jan. 20 – Service at Nithview, 1:30 pm 
Jan. 27 – Vestry, 12:15 pm 
Feb. 12 – Parish Council, 7:15 pm 
Feb. 18 – Movie Night 
Mar. 5 – Pancake Supper 
Mar. 6 – Ash Wednesday service, 7 pm 

Action Items 

# Responsible 
Party 

Due Date Details 

1 Parish Council On hold Read over and consider all of the options going forward. Refer minutes of 
April 10, 2018 for details 

2 Rector/wardens Spring Follow up with Parish of Six Nations for visit 

3 Rector Dec Get tax receipt to Erma for the amount of the quilt 

4 Rector Jan Review current emergency protocol. Will have recommendations put 
forward at Parish Council Meeting. No update 

5 Carol Massel/ 
Lori 

In 
progress 

Logo and motto. 2 different pictures presented. Looking for feedback. 
Janice H. will assist. Show the current example and ask input. Lori will look 
for them and distribute to Parish Council 

6 Wardens On-going Recruitment for teams is ongoing 

7 Wardens Dec Write thank you notes to contributors of the Capital Campaign.  Waiting 
for updated list 

8 Gail Cuthbert 
Brand 

Spring Start fixing stonework on church foundation.  Stone mason assured us that 
we would be top of the list in spring. 

9 Wardens In 
progress 

Application submitted to KW Hydro for hall lighting upgrade.  Rebate Chq 
to come. 

10 Calvin ASAP Look at leaking tap in parish house washroom 

11 Marg Cassel ASAP Call Boshart’s to come measure for range hood, exhaust fan in apartment  

12 Carol Massel/ 
ACW 

May 11 Plan Victorian Tea 

 


