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St.  George’s Anglican Church, New Hamburg 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting – March 12, 2019 

Council Members:  

Member Attendance Member Attendance Member Attendance 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rev. Margaret Walker Present Kay Cairns Present Bob Kostash Present  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Gail Cuthbert Brandt Regrets Janice Holst Present Gail Kostash Present 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Calvin Williston Present Paul Ditner Regrets Marg Cassel Present 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Kathy Richmond-Cox Regrets Erma Godber Present Carol Massel Regrets 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
John Cairns Present 

 
1. Opening Prayer – Council members shared in the reading of an Evening Liturgy and a reflection by Rev. 

Margaret. 

2. Rev Margaret welcomed Janice as the new chair for the meeting. Janice welcomed Valerie Pestell as new 
Office Administrator and John Cairns as new Treasurer. 

3. Review of Minutes from January 8, 2019.  

Motion: Moved by Calvin Williston, seconded by Marg Cassel that the Minutes be accepted. 
Carried.  

Review of Action Items – Completed Items 

# Responsible 
Party 

Due Date Details 

7 Wardens Dec Write thank you notes to contributors of the Capital Campaign.  Waiting 
for updated list 

9 Wardens Chq 
received 

Application submitted to KW Hydro for hall lighting upgrade.  Rebate Chq 
to come. 

 
4. Rector’s Report 

Rev. Margaret brought up several items.  

(a) The board of Monica Place is looking for another member.  It is as commitment of 3 meetings per 
month. 

(b) Everyone on the Parish Council must have an Xpress Check done. Forms were handed out. Please return 
them to Rev Margaret who will email them to the Diocese where the check will be performed.   

(c) Bishop Linda is coming to celebrate on March 24th. A potluck will follow the service. 

(d) St George’s received a letter from the bishop thanking the congregation or remitting 100% of the 
apportionment for 2018.  99.2% of all churches paid their full apportionment.  That number is higher 
than in recent years. 

5. Warden’s Report 
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(a) Environmentally friendly garden: It has been suggested that part of our lawn be set up as a garden. Gail 
was absent so no update was given. 

(b) Capital campaign: (Bob Kostash reported) Our campaign is starting well for 2019. Our goal is $24,000. As 
of March 10, we have pledges of $11,200 and have received $3,520. 

(c) We have a new Administrative Assistant, Valerie Pestell.  The search for a music director is on-going. 
Carolyn Pratt has offered help us for about ¾ of the dates needed.  Kathy Zammit has been contacted 
about the other dates.  Gail Kostash mentioned that the longer we go without having choir rehearsals, 
the harder it will be to get back to that.  Perhaps we will not rehearse and only sing on Sundays.  Wait 
and see what happens. 

(d) Parish Retreat.  The date to gather the new council members is Saturday, April 13. It will be a time for 
Safe Church training and to look at how we will fulfil our Mission and Ministry plan. 

6. Congregational Development Committee – Kathy Richmond Cox 

(a) Adult Learning series. Flyers have been put around the neighbourhood. 

7. Worship Committee – Rev. Margaret 

(a) Lent and Easter- Easter Sunrise Service with the Lutheran Church at 6:15 am. 

(b) Is there any interest in a Seder meal on Maundy Thursday?  There was some support from the council 
and the question will be taken to the congregation. A notice will be put in the bulletin. 

(c) A date for a committee meeting has not been set. 

8. Outreach – Kathy Richmond Cox 

(a) Refugee family report: Kathy was absent so no report given. 

(b) Pancake Supper Tuesday March 5th. The supper raised about $2600. It was deemed a success by the 
participants and organizers.  Those who helped said they would be willing to help again next year. 

9. Communications – Carol Massel 

(a) Newsletter: Rev. Margaret suggested that we needed some material for the newsletter.  Several council 
members offered to write items after some brainstorming about topics. 

10. St. James – Carol Massel 

(a) The June service will be June 9 at 3:00 pm.  The St James committee needs to be contacted about 
changing the Fall date to Sept 29 instead of Oct 6.  There is another event planned for Oct 6.  A letter will 
go out with information about the services and it will be in the bulletin.  

(b) Bill Dunker is working on a sign to go at St James directing people to St George’s for information. 

11. Social 

(a) Family Day Movie: Coco:  It was well attended by people from the community.  We have a license to 
show movies so this type of event could happen more often. 

(b) Victorian Tea on the 11th of May, Carol Massel has information. 

(c) Big Band event planned for Oct 6.  The band is called “Brass Roots” and is from London.  The event will 
take place at the New Hamburg Community Centre on Jacob St. It is hoped that 300 tickets will be sold.  

12. Building and Property – Paul Ditner 
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(a) Paul would like to purchase a tall ladder to reach the lights in the hall. Right now they borrow one from 
Bill Dunker and that is inconvenient on both sides. Paul asked for $300 -350.  We have money in the 
maintenance budget so the purchase was approved. 

(b) Baseboards in the Narthex – samples were passed around and the plastic was discarded as not viable.  
Wood or plastic wood will be looked at as options.  

(c) Apartment repairs: The new fridge is in and the fan is installed.  The bathroom fan is still to be done.  

13. Finance Committee – John Cairns 

(a) Treasurer’s Report: Valerie is setting up Quick Books and is still working on January 2019. Once that is 
done, moving forward will go smoothly.  John Cairns and Janet Holst now have signing authority at the 
bank.  John is making deposits as needed. Valerie is writing the cheques to pay the bills. 

(b) Gail Kostash Report – Proceeds from grocery cards from 2018 were $200. We will soon need to purchase 
more cards.   

(c) Gail has prepared the Charities Tax Report.  The original is still to be sent.  The deadline is June 30.  

(d) Gail also prepared the financial report to be sent to the Diocese. It was suggested that the ACW and 
Altar Guild finances should be part of the whole church finances and not kept separately. Discussion 
with these groups is needed. 

14. New Business 

(a) ACW Breakfast: April 14 at 8:45 am 

(b) ACW asked for email and phone #’s from parishioners to make a contact list.  Some parishioners would 
like to have addresses too.  Rev Margaret said that a letter is being drafted to ask if parishioners are 
willing to share all of that information beyond the church office. 

(c) Snow Removal: Paul asked that at the next contract renewal with the snow removal company we add 
that they remove the snow from the basement doors every time they clear snow. It was suggested that 
a 3rd container of salt be left at the back by the shed near the parking lot for use on that sidewalk. 

(d) The Lawn care contract will be up for renewal soon. The Wardens are looking into that. 

(e) The New Hamburg Art Show has asked for space on September 21, 2019. Council agreed to allow that.  
It was a good event last year.  Set up will be Friday Sept 20 at 1:00 pm. There is no charge for the event.  
Last year parishioners served coffee and treats. 

(f) The new freezer has arrived that will be used by the ACW to store meat pies.  The meat pies will be 
prepared at the Legion. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex for those who wish to purchase meat pies. 

15. Adjournment: 

Motion: Bob Kostash moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 pm. Carried. 

Upcoming Events 

Mar 13 – Service at The Westhill, 2:30 pm 
Mar 17 – ACW Breakfast Meeting, 8:45 am 
Mar 17 – Service at Nithview, 1:30 pm 
Mar 24 – Visit by Bishop Linda 
Apr 7 – Men’s Breakfast, 8:45 am 
Apr 9 – Clericus not at St George’s, 9:30 am 
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Apr 9 – Parish Council, 7:15 pm 
Apr 14 – Passion Sunday, 10:30 am 
Apr 18 – Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm 
Apr 19 – Good Friday, 10:30 am 
Apr 21 – Easter Sunday, 6:15 am and 10:30 am 
 
 

Action Items 

# Responsible 
Party 

Due Date Details 

1 Parish Council On hold Read over and consider all of the options going forward. Refer minutes of 
April 10, 2018 for details 

2 Rector/wardens Spring Follow up with Parish of Six Nations for visit 

3 Rector Dec Get tax receipt to Erma for the amount of the quilt 

4 Rector Jan Review current emergency protocol. Will have recommendations put 
forward at Parish Council Meeting. No update 

5 Carol Massel/ 
Lori 

In 
progress 

Logo and motto. 2 different pictures presented. Looking for feedback. 
Janice H. will assist. Show the current example and ask input. Lori will look 
for them and distribute to Parish Council 

6 Wardens On-going Recruitment for teams is ongoing 

7 Gail Cuthbert 
Brand 

Spring Start fixing stonework on church foundation.  Stone mason assured us that 
we would be top of the list in spring. 

8 Carol Massel/ 
ACW 

May 11 Plan Victorian Tea 

9 Calvin ASAP Look at leaking tap in parish house washroom 

10 All Mar 31 Complete Xpress Check forms 

11 Council Apr 13 Parish Council retreat 

12 Various Mar 20 Newsletter articles 

13 Carol Massel Mar 20 Confirm change of date for St James Harvest service 

14 Paul Ditner  Buy tall ladder 

15 Calvin Williston  Find new baseboards for Narthex 

 


