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St George’s Anglican Church, New Hamburg 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting –May 9, 2017 

In Attendance: Margaret Bennett, Margaret Cassel, Gail Cuthbert Brandt, Erma Godber, Janice Holst, 
Bob Kostash, Gail Kostash, , Lori Laurette (Recording Secretary), Carol Massel, Kathy Richmond-Cox 
(Chair ) Rev. Margaret Walker, Calvin Williston 

Regrets Paul Ditner, Charles Jenkins 

1. Presentation by Heritage Wilmot- Tracy Loch and Nick Bogaert (chair) talked about what it means to 
have a Heritage designation for individual properties like St. George’s Church. The speakers 
indicated that a designation is not negative when selling, won’t impede renovations or decrease the 
property value.  St. George’s is already on the non-designated register and fits the criteria for 
designation.  The Parish Council can choose features of the church that may be deemed heritage e.g. 
stained glass, doors.  Equally, we can note rather than designate a feature so that the feature may 
be changed or removed in future e.g. a baptismal font.  Heritage Wilmot is fairly flexible when the 
need arises to change something.  Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation has a grant program and 
designated buildings can apply for a grant to assist with renovation or repair of features that are 
recognized in the designation.  Carol Massel asked whether accessibility could be included and Tracy 
indicated that renovations for accessibility have been eligible in the past.  Tracy suggested to start 
with one grant but parish council could apply for further grants should the need arise.   

2. Opening Prayer -  Council members shared in the reading of “Liturgy – Justice for the World and its 
People” 

3. Review of Minutes from April 4, 2017 

a. Review of action items 

Action Items from the previous Council meeting were reviewed. Items 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 12 will continue on 
the Action Items list. Items #1, 7, 8, 11, 13 completed. Item #6 will be removed from the list at this time.  

Approval of Minutes – Gail Cuthbert Brandt moved to approve the April meeting minutes. Seconded 
by Calvin Williston. Carried.  

4. Rector’s Report – Rev. Margaret 

a. Letter of thanks from Patricia Wesol’s estate read by Rev Margaret 

b. Bishop’s pastoral letter regarding marriage of persons in same sex partnerships.  Bishop Linda 
will not grant permission at this time.  The consultation process will continue at the next 
Diocesan Synod in 2017.  Further steps will be outlined during Synod.  Rev Margaret expects to 
see more town hall meetings to discuss this further across the Diocese and also indicated that 
questions, concerns, comments be shared with her and/or Janice Holst. 

c. Walkathon for Cathedral, June 10, 2017.  Looking for a volunteer to be the contact for St 
George’s 

d. Report from Clericus – the Diocese will be issuing a policy that will deal with accepting gifts in 
kind.  It was noted that St. George’s parish council already has a policy in place which says that 
gifts in kind may not be accepted. 

5. Warden’s Report – Marg Cassel  

a. Mission and Ministry Plan – A team will attend the Evangelism workshop “Rediscovering our 
Mission” with Rev Canon Judy Paulsen on Saturday at St George’s of Forest Hill.  Gail provided 
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the first draft of responses to Evangelism portion of the mission and ministry plan.  Attending 
the workshop is one of the items on the plan. 

b. Parking sign design has been received and final approval required. 

c. Emergency contact list – to be given to Lori to make final version 

d. Hall Rental- revisions in progress 

e. Book keeping- Wardens are talking to a potential candidate. 

f. Stop Sign – The Region has requested input on changing the Stop sign at the end of Waterloo 
Street to All-Way from Waterloo Street only.  Everyone is in favour of the stop sign. Will return 
the form as indicated. 

6. Congregational Development Committee –  no report 

a. Sunday School – last Sunday is June 25th. We will plan a celebration at the next Parish Council 
meeting. 

7. Worship Committee – no report 

8. Communications Committee – Rev Margaret 

a. Digital communications workshop- website, email, facebook. All communications should point 
to the website as the central source of information. We should have a team to update the 
website, select the pictures, etc. We need to make the website more robust.  Passwords need 
to be securely stored but also accessible to anyone who has need/authority.  Rev Margaret has 
asked for volunteers.  

9. Outreach – Kathy Richmond Cox 

a. Sponsorship of refugee family - Kathy read a letter from Sanctuary Refugee Health Centre 
(SRHC) outlining their needs for donations etc. to assist with their move to larger 
accommodation as they are now caring for over 1850 refugees.  The Deanery Refugee wants to 
use $5,000 of existing donations ($4,000 from transportation fund and $1,000 from general 
funds) to help with costs of moving.  All parishes that contributed to refugee committee are 
asked to approve payment. 

Gail Kostash moved that the Refugee committee should use $5,000 of existing funds to help SRHC 
with moving costs. Marg Cassel seconded. Carried.  

b. Monica Place – Gala and Quilt raffle ($5.00 each or 5 for $10.00). Rev. Margaret asked for a 
volunteer to look after the quilt and raffle. Rev Margaret will request donations for the Gala in 
the announcements on Sunday.  

c. Letter about housing for indigenous people- Received a letter back from Michael Harris, MPP. 

d. Blanket Exercise- It was an emotional experience and showed the plight of indigenous people. 
Rev Margaret and the Wardens would like to host a blanket exercise with Wilmot and Stratford 
churches in the fall. Carol Massel indicated that there is no fee for the community centre during 
the week. Rev. Margaret will get in touch with the group who lead this exercise to set up a date 
in the fall. 

10. St. James – Carol Massel 

a. Board meeting- gone through by-laws and Rev Margaret will send them to the BAO. There is a 
new price list. There is an internment for Robert Kerr on June 3rd.  The Anniversary Service 
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Sunday June 11 at 3pm. will include Canon Christopher Pratt, who will be preaching.  Gabriella 
Ellingham will play a brass instrument. Rodney Yantzi will play the organ that day. Carol will 
prepare a letter for Lori to send re: upcoming services. 

11. Social/Fundraising Committee –Margaret Bennett 

a. Victorian Tea – May 13th.  All tickets for 2:00 pm event are SOLD. 3:30pm tickets ($15.00) are 
still available. Initial set- up on Thursday at 7pm and Friday 1 pm. 

b. Upcoming Event-Dinner & Music. - Sept 30th 

12. Building & Property –Rev Margaret 

a. Steps – Old steps have been removed. New Steps to be put in on Monday. The cost was slightly 
higher due an issue with removing the old stairs. 

b. Building Assessment – Bob Kostash indicated that the process has been started. Each building 
(Parish House, Church, Church Hall) requires its own record/documentation. This is part of the 
Mission and Ministry Plan that has been mandated by the Diocese. This will enable us to 
determine 5 year capital/maintenance budgets, time frames etc. Thanks Bob!  

c. Building inspection- Paul, Calvin, Bob will go through the properties with a building inspector.  
Date to be arranged. 

13. Finance Committee – Gail Kostash 

a. Treasurer’s Report.  

b. Gail Cuthbert Brandt has Colour Paradise gift cards to sell. We can make 20%. 

c. Audit has been done by Julie Robson and four of her accounting students. $100.00 in gift cards 
given to students by Gail Kostash. 

Moved by Gail Kostash and seconded by Margaret Bennett that the April financial report be accepted. 
Carried. 

14. New Business 

a. T-shirts can be ordered from Carol. They will be about $20.00 each.  Carol will put up an order 
sheet on the bulletin board.  Rev Margaret will check with St. George’s Kitchener to see if they 
will want to go in on the order for T-shirts.   

b. Poster for the Car Show is coming- Donations are being accepted for prizes. 

c. Rev. Margaret provided 3 documents and an article for review including:  
1) Pastoral Letter from Bishop Linda  
2) Canon 14 “Title to Real Property, Acquisition, Sale, Financing, Maintenance and Repair for 
Church Buildings”  
3) Diocesan Policy RE: Requests for Heritage Designation.  
4) “Heritage Implications Cloud the Sale of St. Jude’s Church”. 

15. Adjournment –Carol Massel moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m. Carried. 

Upcoming Events: 

May 13 – Judy Paulsen Evangelism Event, St George’s of Forest Hill, 9:30 – 4:00pm 
May 13 – Victorian Tea 
May 21/28 – Quilt raffle for Monica Place 
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May 21 – Nithview Service, 1:30pm 
May 22 – Victoria Day 
May 28-30 – Diocesan Synod, London 
Jun 4 – Boathouse, Victoria Park, 1:00pm 
Jun 10 – Walkathon, Cathedral fundraiser 
Jun 11 – Men’s Breakfast and Book Study, 8:45am 
Jun 13 – Parish Council, 7:15pm 
Jun 16 – Classic Car Show 
Jun 17 – Anglican-Lutheran conference, Renison, 9:00-4:00 
 
Action Items 

 

# Responsible 
Party 

Due 
Date 

Details 

1 Wardens ASAP Review sign for St. George’s parking space adjacent to medical 
centre parking 

2 Parish Council ? Read over and consider all of the options. 
Reducing clergy from 75 to 50% and look into linking with 
other parishes – Leader Kathy Richmond Cox 
Selling the house – Leader, Carol Massel 
Selling house & church - Leader, Gail Cuthbert Brandt 
Rent the entire house up & down; wholly or as 2 separate 
apartments – Leader Bob Kostash 
Stewardship campaign - Leader, Gail Kostash 
Partnering/Amalgamating with another church - Leader, Marg 
Cassel. 

4 Parish Council May Letter to the hall rental tenants that includes the new garbage 
rules  

5 Rector/Wardens April 4 Investigate possibilities for twinning St. George’s with an 
Aboriginal parish in the Diocese of Huron. 

6 Wardens ASAP Provide emergency contact list to the office 

8 Rev. Margaret ASAP Send the letter to township regarding the new 3 way stop sign 

9 Wardens ASAP Revise hall rental form. Lori to send a copy to Wardens. 

10 Wardens ASAP Arrange for bookkeeping duties to be assigned.  

11 Gail Kostash May 9th Gail will start with Evangelism and prepare it for next meeting. 
In progress 

12 Property Team June Complete Property Condition Matrix portion of Parish Self –
Assessment. 

    


