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“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn.”  (Luke 2:7) 

 

Homelessness and hunger were in the news this morning with 

reports of house prices going up again.  Financially this can be 

good news if you want to sell; it can be difficult to deal with if 

you are in the market to buy a house.  A rebate from the Ontario 

government for land transfer taxes for first time homebuyers 

offers a glimmer of hope.  The same day there was a report of 

increased foodbank usage across the country and the statistic 

that 35% of users are children. 

Homelessness and hunger were issues that Mary and Joseph 

were dealing with when they arrived in Bethlehem looking for a 

place to stay.  A pregnant Mary needed a place to rest and a 

place for her new son to sleep.  The Semitic culture places a 

strong emphasis on providing hospitality for the traveler and still 

Mary and Joseph could only find space with the animals. 

So our Lord was born into the meanest of housing, and at the 

same time he was secure in the love of his parents and secure in 

the love of God.  He came to bring good news and help us to also 

be secure in the love of God. 

Jesus came, comes and will come to bring hope.  I invite you to 

join me in preparation for Christmas as we retell the story of the 

first Christmas, as we wait in expectant anticipation of the birth 

of Christ and for the new world of God`s kingdom.   

Advent services and the Service of Lessons and Carols are all part 

of our preparation; more details are in the newsletter. 

Blessings, peace and joy to you and your family, 

 

Margaret +    

Rev. Margaret Walker     

 

A Message from Reverend Margaret 
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WARDEN’S MESSAGE 

With Advent upon us, our hearts and minds are filled with the wonders of the Star and the birth of a baby 
centuries ago in a stable in Bethlehem. 
With these wonders in mind we follow the Star and find that our Advent season starts with the 
enthronement of our new Bishop on November 25, at 1.00 pm in London. 
 
The month of December is a busy one with Advent activities at St. George's.  We will be 
joining with Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church to hold Advent Evening Prayer Services at 
Trinity on December 1, 8, 15 and 22 at 6.30 pm.  Join us for a simple supper of soup prior to 
the service at 5:30 pm.   

 
The ACW Bazaar is on Saturday, 
November 26th from 11.00am to 2pm.  
We hope that everyone will assist in this 
activity as it is a great fundraiser for St. 
George's.   
 
One of our Congregational favorites 
occurs on December 11th at 7.00pm.  It is 
our Nine Lessons and Carols Service 
which is followed with a social time 
where Christmas Cake and Sherry are 
served.   
At this time of year it seems that a lot of 
our activities include food and fellowship. 
 
Following in the food and fellowship vein, 
our Anglican Church Woman’s group will 
meet at the Scran and Dram Restaurant 
December 10th, at noon for our annual 
Christmas Lunch. 
 
On December 18th the whole 
Congregation dons costumes for the 
telling of the Christmas Story.  This is part 
of our regular Sunday Service at 10.30am 
and is enjoyed by both the adults and 
kids alike.  This is followed by a potluck 
lunch. We welcome you! 

 

For further information on any of the activities check further in the newsletter our Web page or call the 
Church.   
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
 
 
Marg Cassel, People’s Warden 
Kathy Richmond-Cox, Rector’s Warden 



The Welcome and Seating of a Bishop in the Cathedral:  

Rt. Rev. Linda Nicholls as 13th Bishop of Huron at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London on Saturday, 

November 26th at 1 pm.  All are welcome! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We continue to use the Whole People of God curriculum again this year. This is a lectionary-based program 

that draws on the readings used in church each Sunday as the basis for the concepts and crafts the children 

explore in Sunday school. Each week the teachers have an opportunity to choose materials from a number 

of age levels so that we can adapt the program to meet the needs of 

children who attend. 

This year we are also experimenting with having an intergenerational 

service the fourth Sunday of each month in the parish hall. The goals of 

this service are to bring all of us together to hear God’s Word, to 

worship using contemporary forms of liturgy children can more readily 

understand, and to bring the young and not-so-young together in 

praise and reflection. In December, this service will be replaced by our 

annual Christmas pageant that takes place on December 18. 

I am most grateful to the committed and talented group of volunteers 

who have stepped forward to guide our children in the development of 

their faith. Our teachers are Andrea Brandt, Janice Holst, Carol Massel, 

Kathy Richmond-Cox, Erich Stagat, and Gail Cuthbert Brandt.  

Gail Cuthbert Brandt, 

Sunday School Coordinator 

 

 

WFRC FOODBANK 2016 

Our donations to the Food Bank at the Wilmot Family Resource 

Centre for the year to the end of October have already exceeded the amounts we donated for the full year 

in both 2014 and 2015. So far we have donated a total of 1,064.63 pounds of food while our figures for 

both 2014 and 2015 were both less than 1,040 pounds. 

We could still make two more donations to the Food Bank between now and Christmas with the distinct 

possibility that we could reach over 1,100 pounds for the year. Parishioners should be aware that the 

Resource Centre closes between Christmas and New Years, so I would like to get our final donations to 

them by December 20th. 

In our Outreach budget for 2016 St. George’s committed itself to donating $1,000 to the W.F.R.C from the 

donations of parishioners. To the end of October our donations total $710.00. 

Bob Kostash 

FAMILY SERVICE 

PAGEANT & POTLUCK 

 
Sunday, Dec 18th , 10:30am 

Everyone Welcome! 



 

Inspired by Grace: 
15 minutes with God in prayer - 

Advent 2016 

“But by the grace of God I am what I am” 
 (1. Corinthians 15:10) 

Advent begins a new year in the life of the Church. 

As we begin afresh I invite every Anglican in the 
Diocese of Huron to pause daily to spend 15 
minutes with God in prayer, reflecting on the 
selected Collects and Scriptures, giving thanks for 
God’s grace in our lives, in our ministries, in our 
faith communities, and imagining all that is 
possible in Christ.  Maybe, in keeping with my 
challenge to the diocese at Synod, this will be the 
‘one new spiritual practice’ for you this year.  

May God bless our journey during this Advent 
season, as we come to the Lord in prayer. 

Bishop Linda Nicholls  

The 2016 Inspired by Grace Advent resource is a 
contribution of the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer 
and Abundant Life.  The resource is available 
online in scroll down to read and ready to print 
booklet formats (available from St George’s).  
Please see the following site: 
http://diohuron.org/ministries/abundant life 

 

Do you have an email address?  Help us reduce the cost (both financial and environmental!) of paper, ink & postage! 

Drop us a line at sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com and receive future newsletters electronically! 

 

http://diohuron.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Inspired-by-Grace-booklet.pdf
mailto:sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com


 

 

St. George’s 2016 Outreach 
Projects 

 
 

WFRC Food Bank 
St. George’s continues to collect food 

donations for our community.  

 
 
 

Monica Place 
St. George’s supported the Monica 

Place 2016 Gala in June, collected 
funds to support on-going operations 
and writes regularly to the young 
moms. 

 
 

 
St. George’s collects for bed kits for 

children. 
 
 

Syrian Refugees 
St. George’s helped to welcome and 

support two Syrian refugee families 
into the area over 2016.  And helped 
settle two additional Syrian families. 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued support! 

 
 

 



 

 Sun. November 20 – ACW Breakfast meeting, 8:45am. 

 Sun. November 20 – Reign of Christ, 10:30am.  

 Sun. November 20 – Nithview Service, 1:30pm. 

 Sat. November 26 – ACW Christmas Bazaar, 11am-2pm. 

 Sat. November 26 – Bishop Linda’s enthronement, 1pm, 

London. 

 Sun. November 27 –Family Service, 10:30am 

 Thu. December 1 – Advent Evening Prayer, Trinity Lutheran. 

Soup supper, 5:30pm, Prayer, 6:30pm. 

 Sat. December 10 – ACW Christmas Luncheon, noon. 

 Sun. December 11 – Men’s breakfast meeting, 8:45am. 

 Sun. December 11 – Service of Healing, 10:30am. 

 Sun. December 11 – Nine Lessons and Carols, 7pm. 

 Tue. December 13 – Parish Council meeting, 7:15pm. 

 Sun. December 18 – Pageant, followed by potluck 10:30am. 

 Sun. December 18 – Nithview Service, 1:30pm   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS…. 

 Sat. Dec 24 – Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service, 7:00pm 

 

 Sun. Dec 25 – Christmas Day Service, 

10:30am 


