A Message from Reverend Margaret

“For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2)
The words of these well-known verses came to mind as I was picking
some ripe tomatoes and peppers. And I wondered whether we had
arrived at that time of the summer season when the flowers would not
be able to produce fruit before the temperatures got too cool.
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We have been blessed with a good crop of tomatoes and peppers and
the news has reported that the grape-growers of Niagara are looking
forward to a good crop, although I know that not all farmers are equally
enthusiastic. One season is coming to an end; and another season is
about to start.
While picking the tomatoes I was also watching Sprocket, our energetic
dog, play in a wading pool. I remembered his first tentative steps into a
lake, steps that got more tentative as the water got deeper; and then
that he had the courage to swim because we were with him. Likewise,
we have to walk out into the deep waters – into what we most fear,
trusting that God will not abandon us.
Parish Council has been busy this summer preparing for the new season.
Please join us as we give thanks for all that we have; as we pray for those
in need; and, as we come together as community to share God’s love
with neighbours and friends.
Blessings to you and your family,
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WARDEN’S MESSAGE
We hope you have all had a wonderful summer and had some opportunity to get out and enjoy
God’s beautiful creation.
Your parish council and additional subcommittees have been working hard on your behalf over
the summer months as you will notice from all the upcoming events planned for September.
Labor Day is quickly approaching! The church season ahead will begin with Start-up Sunday and
the start of Sunday School on September 18, 2016. The Sunday School Teachers are actively
preparing the Sunday School lessons for the season. We will all participate in a BBQ after the
Service which should be fun.
On May 29 2016, the congregation was invited to a special meeting to discuss finances,
maintenance and the future of St. George’s. We had previously secured a $40,000 line of credit
using the parish house as collateral to help with our kitchen renovations. Unfortunately since
January 2015 we have relied on this line of credit to pay for our operating expenses. We are
currently operating at approximately a $20,000 deficit. In addition to our current financial
position, we have identified required maintenance and repair projects totally approximately
$20,000. The twenty seven participants of the meeting discussed the following possible funding
options.
1 Go back to half time (50%) Clergy. Reducing from 75%.
2. Sell the parish house.
3. Sell the house and church
4. Renting the house, either entirely or by dividing it into two separate apartments.
5. Building Fund campaign to raise additional funds to pay for needed repairs.
6. Link up with the Lutheran church in our community.
Each solution has its pros and cons as well as its challenges. Six small committees consisting of
one parish council member in collaboration with other members of the congregation were
formed to explore each option. Each committee, presented their initial reports at our August
parish council meeting. At this point there is no clear direction. The committees will refine and
finalize their reports to be reviewed again at our September meeting. After this, we will present
our report to the congregation at another special meeting. Please watch for date and time in
the Sunday Service bulletin. We would like to see you there. If you would like to participate on
any of the committees please let your warden’s know.
Marg Cassel
Kathy Richmond Cox

Sunday, September 25th, 10:30am

NORTHERN WITNESS

Council of the North
Bible Study

Council of the North: A Ministry of the Whole Church by the Whole
Church
“Our purpose is to respond to God’s Call to mission and ministry in
the northern regions of Canada.” –from the Council of the North
Policy Handbook.
The Council of the North is a grouping of financially assisted dioceses,
which are supported through grants by General Synod. There are 9
dioceses, the Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior and the
Archdeaconry of Labrador. They are in sparsely populated areas such
as the Arctic, Yukon, Northern and Central Interior British Columbia,
Alberta, northern Saskatchewan and Manitoba; northern Ontario,
northern Quebec and Newfoundland and Labrador.

Day: Wednesdays
Time: 7:20 p.m.
Dates: Oct 19, 26 &
Nov 2, 9, 16
OR
Day: Sundays
Time: 9:10 a.m.
Dates: Oct 23, 30 &
Nov 6, 13, 20

Today, the Council continues the ministry of the Anglican Church of
Canada in northern Canada. In the face of unique challenges, such as
vast distances, isolation, harsh weather, the continuing effects of
poverty and the legacy of the residential school system, the face of
Anglican northern ministry is one of cooperation, innovation, mutual
respect and self-determination for Indigenous Anglicans.
Through this Bible study, we are invited to learn about the Council of
the North and through Biblical reflection to explore our common
mission in Christ.
Please join us for this 5-Session Bible Study:
Wednesday evening, 7:20pm, Oct 19, 26, Nov 2, 9, 16
Sunday morning, 9:10am, Oct 23, 30, Nov 6, 13, 20

FOOD BANK REPORT
Donations to the Food Bank, total 549.89 pounds up to the end of July 2016. This total does
not include a large delivery (three full baskets of food) that was made to the Food Bank on
August 23rd. We will keep the congregation posted on the extent of our donations as we move
into the fall. It would certainly be gratifying if the congregation can donate over 1,000 pounds
of food for the seventh straight year in 2016. Thank you for your support!
Submitted by Bob Kostash

ACW REPORT

St George’s Anglican Church Women or as we call it ACW will once
again be hosting the Annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November
26th from 11:00 to 2:00. Please mark your calendars.
This has become a major fundraiser. We depend on all our church
family to do what they can to make this a successful event. Already,
some have been busy preserving jams and savoury items for our
baskets that are great for Christmas gifts.
Our first meeting will be held on Sunday, Sept 11, starting at 8:45am
with a delicious breakfast provided by two of our women. At some
meetings we have a guest speaker. December and June are our social
times where we go out to enjoy fellowship together at a restaurant.

All women of our church family are welcome to attend. Or maybe you have a friend that
you would like to bring.
Submitted by Carol Massel

Sunday School will Start September 18th!

Come and join us

“ERASE THE DEBT” THERMOMETER
During 2016 the Parish Council has struggled with the debt that we have in a Line of
Credit at the Credit Union. The Line of Credit has a limit of $40,000. At the May 2016
meeting of the Council, it was decided that a wall chart or graph should be created to
inform the rest of the congregation about the situation. The wall chart has now been
posted in the narthex in the form of a thermometer chart. The chart goes from $0 debt
(at the bulb) to $45,000m at the top of the thermometer.
By April 2016 we had called on over $24,000 of our Line of Credit to pay for expenses.
We were able to reduce the debt in May to about $15,700. By the end of July the debt
was back up to over $19,000.
Proposals towards debt relief will be presented to the congregation later in the fall.
(See separate article in this newsletter.)
Specific donations to reduce the debt totaled $3,760 in July and $1,000 up to August 21st.
Submitted by Bob Kostash

DEANERY REFUGEE COMMITTEE REPORT

In case you hadn’t heard, our church is participating in a deanery wide refugee sponsorship program. Margaret
Walker, Gail Kostash and Kathy Richmond-Cox are on the committee and many of you have participated by
donating money and items for the families. As of August 2016, the deanery has raised $76,000.
We have sponsored two families under the Blended Visa Office Referred Program (BVOR). Under this program the
government pays for 6 month of support for the family and we are responsible for start-up costs plus 6 additional
months. Our 1st family consisting of Mom, Dad and two young boys, ages 3 and 1, arrived in February 2016. The
family has settled into an apartment in Kitchener very well. The mother and father were enrolled in English as a
second language ESL classes up until the end of June and will continue in September. Our second family arrived
mid-July. Their townhouse in Kitchener was not available until August 1st , so, a family from our committee took
them into their home for 2 weeks. This family consists of a Mom and Dad and 4 boys ages 11, 8, 3 and 1. The two
older boys will be going to school in September. The 8 year old is very exciting about going to school. The 11 year
old has some special needs and will be assessed in September. Neither boy has attended school before.
Our committee has also offered support to two Government Assisted Refugee families (GARS). We have no
financial responsibilities for the families but have secured housing and are offering personal support through a
family sponsorship program with Reception House. One family is located in Kitchener consisting of Mom, Dad and
4 children ages 8, 6, 3 and 2. The second family is located in Cambridge and consists of an older mother and a blind
adult son.
We have funds to sponsor another BVOR family but at this time the government has no plans to bring in any more
families. We also will need primary contact people to step up before we can bring another family in.

Submitted by Kathy Richmond-Cox

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS….























Sun. Sep 4 – Labour Day weekend
Sun. Sep 11 – ACW Breakfast meeting, 8:45am
Tue. Sep 13 – Parish Council, 7:15pm
Sat. Sep 17 – Spaghetti Supper & Movie
Sun. Sep 18 – Sunday School start up
Sun. Sep 18 – Family service in hall, BBQ to follow
Sun. Sep 18 – Service at Nithview, 1:30pm
Sun. Sep 25 – Men’s Breakfast, 8:45am
Sun. Sep 25 – Invite a Friend to Church, 10:30am
Sun. Oct 2 – St. James’ Harvest Service, 3:00pm
Tue. Oct 11 – Parish Council Meeting, 7:30pm
Sun. Oct 16 – Blessing of the Animals, 10:30am
Sun. Oct 16 –Service at Nithview, 1:30pm
Wed. Oct 19 – Bible Study starts 7:20pm Bookmark, pg 3
Sun. Oct 23 – Family Service, Parish Hall, 10:30am
Sun. Oct 23 – Worship Committee meeting 11:30am
Sun. Oct 23 – Bible Study starts, 9:10am Bookmark pg 3
Sun. Oct 30 – All Saints Lessons and Hymns
Sat. Nov 12 – Supper & Music
Sun. Nov 13 – Remembrance Day Service
Sat. Nov 26 – ACW Christmas Bazaar
Blessing of the Animals

Sunday October 16th at 10:30
Bring your Pets

Check out the latest Information on our website at www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com
Send in your email address to ensure you don’t miss out on any up coming events brought to you by St. George’s!
Drop us a line at
sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

