
 “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits 
for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning, more than those 

who watch for the morning.” 

Psalm 130:5-6 

Imagine entering a room and finding a beautifully wrapped present on the 

table; attached is a label that says “This present is for you, but don’t open it 

now … wait.”  Frustration and anticipation are two of the more common 

responses.  It is tempting to pick it up, perhaps shake it to try and guess the 

contents.  Would you be able to wait? 

The young pregnant women at Monica Place in Waterloo are a living 

testament to active waiting.  The time until the birth of their baby is a period 

of much activity as they prepare themselves; learning new skills, keeping 

healthy and acquiring all the items that a baby will need in its first few 

months. 

Advent is a time of anticipation, of waiting and of preparation.  In these days 

of instant communication waiting can be frustrating.  The four weeks of 

Advent can seem like a ridiculously long time.  But it is a wait not of idleness 

but of stillness, savouring the moment.  As with a pregnancy, arriving early is 

not a good thing. 

The weeks before Christmas can become overwhelming; there are many 

pressures on us to attend parties and events, to purchase the perfect gifts, 

to prepare meals and to entertain family and friends.  The birth of our 

Saviour can seem so far from the reality of our daily lives.   

I invite you to take some time this Advent to wonder at the gift that God has 

given us, savour the knowledge that Jesus was born and that the Kingdom of 

God is near. 

Wishing you and your family a peaceful and Blessed Christmas, 

Margaret + 
Advent Prayer 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the blessings of this holy Advent season. 

You are the source of life, of hope, and of all good things. 

We look forward to the coming of the light of Christ at Christmas. 

Help us to turn toward that light in our lives. 

We rejoice at the gift of your Son who taught us to love in your name. 

May we be people of peace and justice all the days of our lives. 

Your kingdom come and your will be done now and forever.  Amen. 
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A Message from Reverend Margaret 

2013 PARISH MILESTONES 

Baptisms 

Sept 15 - John Felix Emil Cairns 

 



Take a few minutes every day to focus on the upcoming birth of our Saviour.  Here 

are a few ideas that can be used or adapted.  Most work well with children, and 

guests can easily be included. 

a) Place an Advent wreath on the dining table and light the candles every 

evening. 

b) Use purple or blue table cloth, runner or napkins. 

c) Put up a few decorations everyday throughout the 24 days of Advent. 

d) Set up a crèche but place the characters far from the manger and move 

them closer every (few) day(s).  The wise men may not arrive until 

Epiphany (January 6th). 

e) Read daily Advent devotions. 

f) Decorate a special tree with only 25 ornaments; add one each day.  

Children could draw pictures for each day. 

g) Everyday write a good deed done on a strip of paper and use it to line the 

manger in the crèche; by Christmas Day the crèche should be well padded for the Baby Jesus. 

h) Say an Advent prayer every day. 

i) Take 24 cards and write the names of a person, place or event in need of prayer on each card.  Select one card 

each day and say a prayer for those named on the card. 

WARDEN’S MESSAGE 

The celebrations marking 175 years of Anglican worship in Wilmot Township are rapidly coming to a close. Our last 

major event, the dinner, silent auction and walk through history, held at the Wilmot Recreation Complex, was a huge 

success with nearly 100 persons in attendance. We would like to thank everyone who helped with the organization and 

execution of this event, as well as all those who attended. While the principal objective was to celebrate our past, we 

also managed to generate a surplus of approximately $1300. This excellent result was aided in large measure by the 

generosity of the St. James Wilmot Board members who voted to cover the cost of the hall rental.  

As we enter the season of Advent, we do so with eager anticipation of celebrating the birth of Jesus and the beginning of 

a new year in the life of the Church. Each Sunday, as members of our congregation light the candles in the advent 

wreath, we will reflect successively on four key values of our Christian faith – hope, peace, love, and joy. The lighting of 

the fifth candle on Christmas Eve is an acknowledgment not only of the past – Christ’s nativity – but also of the need to 

invite Jesus into the centre of our lives.  

Advent provides us with a wonderful opportunity 

to reflect on our faith, to celebrate it and to focus 

on the real meaning of the Christmas season. In an 

increasingly secularized and commercialized world 

where Christmas too often means overspending, 

overeating and high levels of stress, we are indeed 

fortunate to be able to experience a sense of calm 

and well being as we centre our preparations 

around Christ.  

Over the coming weeks we will have many 

opportunities to do just that. In addition to our 

regular worship and Sunday school sessions, we 

will once again be having a Nine Lessons and Carols 

service and a participatory Christmas Pageant 

followed by a parish pot luck. New this year will be 

FAMILY SERVICE, PAGEANT 

& POTLUCK 
Sunday, Dec 22nd, 10:30am 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

 

9 Lessons and Carols 

                               The service of Nine Lessons and Carols has 
                      become an annual event at St. George’s.  This 

 year’s service will be on Sunday, Dec 8th, 7pm.   
 

Our special guests, The Gospel Brass, a section of the New 
Hamburg Community Band, will lead in carol singing.  Our 
pianist and choir director, Michael Haylock, will perform a 

piano recital and accompany several soloists.  Readers will be 
people of St. George’s and guests.   

 
Following the service we will gather in the Parish Hall for sherry 

and fruitcake.   
Plan to join us for this festive event in the Christmas Season. 

 



the joint Advent potluck suppers and worship services with Trinity Lutheran on three Thursday evenings. We hope that 

many of you will be able to take part in at least some of these special events. 

We would like to remind you to bring your donations of food for the Wilmot Family Resource Centre so that we can 

continue to support our community in a very tangible way. Currently the most highly sought items include spaghetti 

sauce, drinking boxes and school foods (fruit cups, granola bars, etc.), canned fruit and applesauce, tuna and salmon, 

and baking supplies such as flour and sugar. You may also wish to consider making a monetary donation to WFRC along 

with your regular church offering, and that amount will be included in your charitable donation receipt for 2013.  

As we consider all our blessings this time of year, we also remember those around the world who are suffering from 

war, famine and various natural disasters. Several parishioners have already made donations to help the people of the 

Philippines left homeless by Typhoon Haiyan. All donations made through the Primate’s World Relief and Development 

Fund will receive matching funding from the federal government, provided that they are made prior to December 24. 

You may make your donation through St. George’s but please indicate clearly that it is for the Philippine relief effort. If 

you would like to find out what impact the PWRDF funds are already having, go to the PWRDF website pwrdf.org. 

 

As you and your family begin the Advent season, may hope, peace, love and joy be yours. 

 

- Kathy Richmond-Cox, Rector’s Warden  

- Gail Cuthbert Brandt, People’s Warden 

 

ROOF FUND 
 
In 2013 our building fund has been dedicated to paying down the cost of roof replacement. 
 In 2012 the second half of the Parish Hall was completed and the roof over the entryway to the 
church. This year one-half of the church roof has been replaced. To this date, thanks to many generous donations, 
$11,660 has been raised. This has completely repaid all the roof work done so far, with $655 left towards replacing the 
other side of the church roof in 2014. 
 
The cost for the remaining roof work is expected to be between $11,000 and $11,500. It will be immensely helpful to St. 
George’s if that money is already in our building fund by the time the work is done in the summer of 2014. If we are 

short of funds, we will probably have to take out a bank loan, which adds interest to the cost of the roof. 
 
We have probably 8 to 9 months to add to our building fund in preparation for payment of the roof work in 2014. Please 
prayerfully consider budgeting an amount each month to help us reach our goal. 
 

- Gail Kostash, Treasurer 
 

     

Christmas Offerings 

                                 Each Christmas some members of our congregation choose to express their gratitude and 
                                affection for the incumbent minister by means of a monetary gift.  Under Canada Revenue  
                            Agency rules, such gifts are not eligible for tax receipts since they are considered personal gifts. 
 

                                   If you wish to give a gift to The Reverend Margaret Walker, please give your gift directly to her or  
                                put it in an envelope that is clearly marked “FOR THE MINISTER”.  The envelope can be placed on the 
                         offering plate and will be given directly to Reverend Margaret. 
              Some members also like to make an extra Christmas donation to our Church.  If you wish to make an  
              additional offering, put it either in your regular offering envelope or in a separate envelope on  
              which your name and address are clearly indicated.  You will receive a tax receipt for this donation. 
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 Tues. Dec 3 – Deanery Outreach Meeting, 7:30pm, 
St.George’s Forest Hill. 

 Thurs. Dec 5 – Advent Evensong; 6:30pm.               
Anglican-Lutheran service at Trinity Lutheran,                   
23 Church St. with potluck dinner at 5:30pm. 

 Sun. Dec 8 – Men’s Breakfast Group, 8:45am. 

 Sun. Dec 8 – Service of Healing, 10:30am. 

 Sun. Dec 8 – Nine Lessons & Carols, 7:00pm. 

 Tues. Dec 10 – Parish Council Meeting, 7:30pm. 

 Thurs. Dec 12 - Advent Evensong; 6:30pm.           
Anglican-Lutheran service at Trinity Lutheran,                   
23 Church St. with potluck dinner at 5:30pm. 

 Sun. Dec 15 – Nithview Service, 1:30pm. 

 Thurs. Dec 19 - Advent Evensong; 6:30pm.             
Anglican-Lutheran service at Trinity Lutheran,                   
23 Church St. with potluck dinner at 5:30pm. 

 Sat. Dec 21 – Longest Night Service, Nith Valley 
Mennonite Church 1355 Bean Rd  New Hamburg, 7:00pm. 

 Sun. Dec 22 – Family Service, Pageant & Potluck, 
10:30am. 

                                   

Thank you for Supporting  

St. George’s Outreach Projects 

 
Sweaters for Syria 

117 Sweaters were collected at  
St. George’s for distribution in  

Syrian Refugee Camps 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
40 shoeboxes filled with Christmas 

surprises were collected at  
St. George’s for distribution around the 

world! 

 

 
 
 

WFRC Food Bank 
St. George’s continues to collect food 

donations 

 
 
 

PWRDF 
A portion of our spring raffle was sent to 

PWDRF to support their initiatives 
 

& More! 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS…. 

 Tues. Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Service, 7:00pm 

 

 Wed. Dec 25 – Christmas Day Service, 10:30am 


