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 JOURNEY THROUGH HOLY WEEK 

Holy Week is a significant time for us as we are following Christ.  From Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, to the Passover meal and 

betrayal by Judas on Maundy Thursday, to the crucifixion on Good Friday, 

to the stillness of the tomb on Holy Saturday, we have the opportunity to 

walk with the disciples through this challenging week.  Do not rush ahead to 

the celebration of Easter just yet … but journey through this week with your 

eyes and hearts open.  For it is in the brokenness of these days that we can 

sense the presence of God in magnificent ways as we remember the 

sacrifice Jesus made for all of humankind. 

Following are a few recommendations for you to make this Holy Week 

journey even more meaningful: 

1. Spend time in the Gospel stories of Holy Week – John 12-19 

provides insight into what Jesus and His disciples were experiencing during 

this week.  Read Matthew 26-27, Mark 14-15 and Luke 22-23 as well to 

better understand the emotions and events leading up to the Resurrection. 

2. Don’t hurry into Easter – Slow down and take in the fullness of Holy 

Week.  As exciting as the Resurrection is for us and for our world and as 

much as we are anticipating gathering for a wonderful Easter Celebration at 

St George’s, fight the urge to jump ahead.  Rather, allow the week to unfold 

in such a way that you can fully remember the sacrifice Jesus has made. 

3. Participate in Holy Week worship gatherings – There is something 
incredibly special about this week, and what better way to enter into the 
experience than by joining other Christ-followers on the journey? 

 Palm Sunday we commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. 

 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday we will have the opportunity 
to reflect upon the events of the week and join together in prayer. 

 Wednesday we will join together to participate in a Seder 
supper, similar to a Passover meal that Jesus and his disciples would have 
celebrated. 

 Maundy Thursday we celebrate the last supper that Jesus took 
with his disciples and end the service with the stripping and washing of the 
altar. 

 Good Friday is perhaps the most solemn and profound day of 
Holy Week.  The resurrection cannot take place without Good Friday. 

 Easter Sunday is a time of great joy and miraculous wonder as 
we celebrate the presence of the risen Lord in our lives.  

I encourage you to set aside the time to make this Holy Week significant for 

your spiritual journey … Allow God to stretch you this week and then be 

prepared for an amazing day of celebrating on Easter Sunday!  Let us 

prepare once again to meet the risen Lord. 

In the peace of the risen Christ 

Margaret + 

A Message from Reverend Margaret 



WARDEN’S MESSAGE 

We are now in the season of Lent, a season of reflection.   It is a time to 
contemplate our relationship with God and our Community. There are many 
activities taking place to allow for some time of reflection.  Please consider 
attending our Lenten Video Series offered both in the afternoon and evening over a 
series of Tuesdays throughout Lent.  Please see dates and times in this newsletter. 
 
On February 17, 2015 to celebrate the last day of Lent (Shrove Tuesday....Pancake 
Day), we held a Pancake Dinner in partnership with Zion United Church.  It was held 
at the Wilmot Recreation Centre and we served pancakes, sausages, apple sauce 
and orange slices to approximately 300 people.  It was a joint effort to be “Out in 
the Community”.  We hope for more opportunities of this kind in the future. 
 
If you haven't been to Church lately you will be surprised at the transformation that 
is taking place.  The wall between the kitchen and the nursery has been removed 
and renovations are taking place to expand and upgrade our kitchen.  We expect it 
to be completed by the end of March.  The new space will allow us to hold more community events at St. George's. 
 
We continue to offer a Sunday School Program but with very low participation.  We have an excellent curriculum with 
very committed volunteers.  If you know of a family that might benefit from this program, please invite them.  We would 
love to see more children in our program.   
 
We have some special services throughout Lent and Easter.   Please mark them on your calendar.  We hope to see you 
throughout the season.   
 
God Bless 

Margaret Cassel, People’s Warden    

Kathy Richmond-Cox, Rector’s Warden 

 

INTRODUCING, DEACON-IN-TRAINING 

Hello.... My name is Lorraine Brooks and my home parish is St. Paul's Anglican 
Church in Stratford.  For the next three months, you will see me around St. 
George's since your Rector and wardens have kindly agreed to have me here for 
the placement phase of my journey through discernment for the diaconate.   
 
Rev. Margaret suggested I do this article to tell you a little about myself.  My 
husband Bill and I have two adult sons, both married and they have children.  We 
have four grandsons who, right after God, are the delight of our lives.   
 
In my other life, I worked in accounting.  As retirement approached, I found 
myself looking back and wondering what paths I would choose if I had everything 
to do over and how would I fill my time when the day actually came for me to 
'stay home'.  The idea seemed to grow that I should somehow be involved in 
ordained ministry.  Knowing this would involve returning to school, I pushed the 
idea away thinking that there was no way my retirement should look like that.  
The idea persisted though.   
 
I recall the first Sunday of my retirement, walking up the central aisle of St. Paul's 

with Canon Tanya Phibbs waiting for me by the chancel steps .  After confirming I was finished working, she informed me 
that it was good, because now I would have time for the Diaconate.  Even though I recognized God's call which was  

SUNRISE SERVICE 
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MEET AT ST. GEORGE’S 

BREAKFAST POTLUCK TO FOLLOW 

Everyone Welcome! 

 



confirmed by Canon Tanya, I still baulked at the idea for a year.  Then realizing the joy in my life seemed to be fading, I 
finally agreed with the Heavenly Father to do it His way.   
 
So, here I am, happy to be with the community of St. George here in New Hamburg, feeling truly blessed and looking 
forward to getting to know my adopted family over the next few months.  Thank you for having me and being part of my 
journey to becoming a vocational deacon with a ministry in pastoral care to seniors.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
Lorraine Brooks         
Deacon In Training 

RENEW PROJECT  

If you have been in the parish hall in the last few weeks, you will have 

seen with your own eyes that there has been a significant change to the 

old kitchen and nursery area. The wall that separated them has been 

removed, and we are now looking at a much larger servery area. In 

January, our various contractors and volunteers oversaw a number of 

other important steps in this project. They included installation of a new 

beam to replace the removed wall, new plumbing and electrical wiring, 

removal of the vanities and toilets from the two washrooms, and a fresh 

paint job in both the new servery area and the bathrooms. In early 

February, a new steel door between the servery and the parish hall was also installed and painted. 

We would have witnessed more progress had there not been a defect in the flooring that the contractor discovered 

when it was being installed.  As a result, the flooring installation date had to be postponed until February 25, and the 

washroom installations were set for February 27. 

Next stages will include the installation of the cupboards and countertop. The projected date of completion for the 

entire project is the third week of March. 

During the last two months, members of parish council have also been moving forward with the parish canvass to secure 

donations to cover the cost of these major renovations. Many of you have already stepped forward with generous 

contributions, and we are approaching $30,000 in pledges and funds received. If you have not already been contacted, 

please consider what you can give so that we will be able to enjoy our new facilities debt-free. I would also ask you to 

talk about the project with family members and others who have previously been involved in worship and fellowship at 

St. George’s. Every gift will be most thankfully received. 

Gail Cuthbert Brandt, Renew Coordinator 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
As the renovation of our kitchen and bathrooms in the Parish Hall approaches 
completion, your Social Committee is hard at work making plans to celebrate 
our Faith Family here at St. George’s.   
 
On Saturday May 2nd at 6pm we will put our new servery to the test with a Spaghetti Dinner and a Movie Event.  Plans 
are also under way for St. George’s Annual Car Show and Blessing to be held on Saturday, May 9th. 
 
Watch online or in your bulletin for more details about these and other activities throughout 2015.  We hope to see you 
there! 
 
Margaret Bennett, Social Committee Chair 



PERSONAL VIEW OF HOLY WEEK SERVICES - By Gail Kostash 

Whenever I have been able to attend some or all of the Holy Week services, I have found it a very meaningful 
experience. Palm Sunday leaves the congregation on a “high” as we celebrate the joy of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. 
 
In the days that follow, Jesus cleanses the temple, faces those who would denounce him, teaches his followers, has a 
final meal with his disciples, and prepares them for the events that will bring about his death. If we identify with Jesus, 
we grasp the urgency in his message and his determination to complete the work God has given him, even the suffering 
of the crucifixion. If we identify with the disciples, we sense their growing unease and bewilderment, and ultimately 
their fear and grief following the crucifixion. 
 
Then comes Easter Day! Our Lord Jesus Christ has risen. He has 
been seen by three women outside his burial tomb. They quickly 
bring the joyous news to the disciples. We Christians rejoice in 
the resurrection and what it means to each one of us in our 
relationship to God. 
 
It is a fact in life, as most of us have discovered, that we cannot 
fully appreciate the high points in our lives if we have not lived 
through the low points. Celebrating Easter is only fully 
appreciated when we walk with Jesus and the disciples through 
the events of Holy Week. I urge you to take in as many Holy Week 
services as you can so that you may truly celebrate Easter joy. 

 

 

 

"Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in spring-time."  

                                                                                              – Martin Luther 

 

 
 

 

 
Lent Word Scramble 
 

1. TNLE   _______________ 

 

2. MALP YSNAUD  __________________________ 

 

3. ARESTE DMNYOA __________________________ 

 

4. NYDMUA TYHRUSDA __________________________ 

 

5. OGDO YRIFDA  __________________________ 

 

6. STREAE DSNYUA __________________________ 

 

7. SHA WAYDENSED __________________________ 

 

 



Do you have an email address?   
Drop us a line at sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com  

to receive future newsletters electronically! 

FOOD BANK DONATIONS 
 
The total weight of our food, clothing, and other donations to the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre Food Bank for 2014 was 1,030.34 pounds!   
 
This was the fifth consecutive year that St. George’s Parishioners have 
donated more than 1,000 pounds to support our community members in 
need.   In addition to the food donations, we made cash donations to the 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre of $845.00 in 2014.  
 
We have set a goal to raise $1,000 for the WFRC in 2015 and appreciate 
your continuing support 
 
Bob Kostash 

 

 

“What we do for ourselves dies with us.  What we do for others and the world remains and is immortal.” 
                                                                                                           -Albert Pine, English Author, d.1851 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Fri. Mar 6 – World Day of Prayer, 7pm. 

 Sun. Mar 8 – Men’s Breakfast Group, 8:45am. 

 Tues. Mar 10 – Parish Council Meeting, 7:30pm. 

 Tues. Mar 3, 24, 31, Apr 7, 7:00pm – 
Lenten Video Study led by Rev. Margaret. 
Please sign up on the church bulletin board. 

 Tues. Feb 24, Mar 3, 10 & 17, 1:30pm – 
Lenten Video Study led by Rev. Margaret. 
Please sign up on the church bulletin board. 

 Tues. Apr 7 – ACW Potluck Dinner, 6:30pm. 

 Sun. Apr 12 – Men’s Breakfast Group, 8:45am. 

 Sun. Apr 26 – Visit by Bishop Terry, 10:30am. 

 Sun. May 2 – Spaghetti Dinner & A Movie 
Watch for Details! 

 Sun. May 10 – Men’s Breakfast Group, 8:45am. 

 Sun. May 17 – ACW Breakfast Meeting, 8:30am. 
Featuring speaker Tracy Loch, Castle Kilbride 

 

 

 

Word Scramble Answers:  
1.Lent  2. Palm Sunday  3. Easter Monday  4. Maundy Thursday  5. Good Friday  6. Easter Sunday  7. Ash Wednesday 
© 2009 Pearson Education, Inc.  http://www.teachervision.fen.com 
 

ST. JAMES WILMOT 

On The Huron Road 
________________ 

 

Anniversary Worship Service 

Evensong Service 

BCP Rite 

Featuring  

The St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir 

 

Sunday, June 14th 

3:00pm. 

mailto:sgac@stgeorgesnewhamburg.com
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LENTEN SUGGESTIONS 

“I invite you therefore, in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy Lent by self-examination,  
penitence, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, and by reading and meditating on the word of God.”  

- (BAS pg 282) 
Increased Prayer: 

 Wake up 20 minutes early and start the day in prayer 
 Go to a Lenten Bible study 
 Read a spiritual book 
 Start to pray a daily Rosary 
 Pray the Liturgy of the hours 
 Pray for your enemies 

     Increased Almsgiving: 
 When you fast from a meal, give the money you would have spent to the poor 

 Volunteer your time with a charitable organization 
 Spend more time with your parents 
 Start tithing 
 Forgive an old grudge 
 Invite someone to church 
 Drive with love 

     Increased Fasting: 
 Fast on bread and water on Fridays 
 Fast from television 
 Fast from complaining 
 Fast from some other bad habit 

  LENT AND EASTER SERVICES   

 Tues. Mar 24 – Palm Cross Tying & Potluck Lunch, 10:30am. 

 Sun. Mar 29 – Palm Sunday, 10:30am 

 Mon. Mar 30 – Prayer with Readings, 1:00pm & 6:30pm. 

 Tues. Mar 31 – Prayer with Readings, 1:00pm & 6:30pm. 

 Wed. Apr 1 – Prayer with Readings, 1:00pm. 

 Wed. Apr 1 – Seder Supper, 6:00pm. 

 Thurs. Apr 2 – Blessing of the Oils, 12noon. Location TBD. 

 Thurs. Apr 2 – Maundy Thursday 
Foot Washing Service, 7:30pm – 9pm. 

 Fri. Apr 3 – Good Friday, Meditations on the Cross of Christ 
10:30am – 12noon. 

 Sun. Apr 5 – Easter Sunday, St. Georges 
Sunrise Service, 7:00am. 
Easter Sunday Service, 10:30am. 

 


